
Niles Piecemakers Quilt Guild 

Meeting Minutes 

 
Date:  September 23, 2024 

 
The meeting opened at 7:00 PM. 
 

Sally Hanson, Guild President, greeted those in attendance and introduced one of our 

visitors, Josh, who brought a quilt to us for repair. Robin English said she would help 

him out. She then introduced the officers, Robin English, Beth Raker, and Melody 

VanLue. 
 

Visitors 
 

Josh Weyever (brought a quilt for repair)  Alicia Evans 

Kim Barnes      Cheryl Elrod 

 

New Members 
 

None 

 

Number of members present:  43 
 

Reports 
 

There were no changes to the Secretary’s Report or the Treasurer’s Report. We 

currently have a balance of $7,543.21 in our bank account. 
 

2025 Quilt Show 
 

Sue Counts had nothing new to report. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

Newsletter – Beth had some issues with the last newsletter 

Charity Quilts – Nancy Dunning took 8 to the Infusion Center, 6 to LifePlan, and thanked 

the members for all the quilts they have been bringing. 

Port Pillows – Sue Counts needs more of the large port pillows. Instructions are in the 

newsletter; November’s Sit ‘n’ Sew will be the port pillows 

Membership & Website – Deb Brechtel is currently reworking the website. The website 

also needs an update of the quilting services offered by guild members. Deb also has 

membership cards for those who have paid their dues. 



Facebook – Kelly Robison will no longer be able to keep our Facebook page updated; a 

volunteer is needed to fill this role. 

Secret Pals – Pam Holt was not here to report. Some Secret Pal forms were turned in 

and will be given to her. 
 

2025 Quilt Show 
 

We will be holding a quilt retreat March 27-30, at The Amigo Centre in Sturgis, 

Michigan. All deposits are due at the October meeting, and all registration forms and 

money for the retreat will be due at the January 2025 meeting. Participants need not 

attend all the days of the retreat. They will indicate on the Registration Form which 

nights they will be staying and which meals they will need to have prepared by the 

camp. 
 

2025 Challenge Quilt 
 

Star-Gazing is the name of the quilt we will be making for our 2025 Challenge Quilt. 

Sherri from Border Creek Station designed the quilt, and there are tutorials on her site 

for those who wish to use them. Sally Hanson will be doing a workshop at the October 

Sit ‘n’ Sew on different ways to make half-square triangles. The quilt can be made with 

any colors you choose as well and it can be made to any size you wish to make it. 
 

Sit ‘n’ Sews 
 

We are going to try a different strategy for our Sit ‘n’ Sews in 2025. We are looking for 

volunteers to “host” Sit ‘n’ Sews (3rd Saturday of each month). All this means is that the 

volunteer would be in charge of the group for the Sit ‘n’ Sew they sign up for. They 

would need to be there early to set up, and maybe have a mini workshop for the 

attendees (a workshop is not required). They would also have to be in charge of the 

tear-down after the Sit ‘n’ Sew was over. 
 

2025 Workshop 
 

We are currently in negotiations with Legit Kits to offer members a workshop from them 

in either May or June of 2025. 

 

Door Prize Winners 
 

Barb Chestovich (gave her prize to Jan Holdeman) 

Sue Glossinger 

Sara Schrock 
 

Charity Quilts 
 

Jenny Chapla – 4 



Nancy Breidenbach – 4 

Beth Raker – 5 

Sandy Hodgman – 2 

Patty Vollmer – 2 
 

Show & Tell 
 

Gloria Britton      Beth Raker 

Kay Collins      Sue Counts 

Marilu Franks     Linda Bogue 

Deb Brechtel      Jan Holdeman 

Patty Vollmer 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 

Program 
 

Shae Vaughn, Quilt Historian, came to present “Discovering Your Story”. She shared 

her history and some of her own antique quilts. One of the quilts she brought was from 

1805. She pointed out  that the Industrial Revolution was begun with the textile mills. 

Toile often told a story. Another quilt was from 1860, and it was a “Pennsylvania” bed 

quilt made of chintz. The “Pennsylvania” quilts are easily identified by the brown backing 

that was used in their creation. Chintz was widely used in the 1860’s, and it indicated 

status. 

She also talked about the dyes in fabric. “Fugitive” dyes are dyes that lose their color 

when exposed to light. The printing of fabric was also explained. Arsenic was often used 

in the printing process, and of course, it made people sick. Synthetic dyes were 

developed in the early 1800’s. Domestic sewing machines arrived on the scene in the 

1860’s and 1870’s, and quilts began to be stitched (long edges) on these machines. In 

the early 1900’s, grays, blues, reds, and greens were widely used. In the mid 1900’s, 

patterns were more available and used for quilt-making, i.e., red work and blue work 

quilts. The patterns used were flora, political, animals, agriculture, cultural, etc. Quilt kits 

were also introduced during this time period. Shae finished her presentation with a 

signature quilt. These become popular from the 1930’s to the 1950’s. There are a quite 

a few people tracing the history of American quilts and there are museums where quilt 

history is told, and where we could go to discover some history for ourselves. 

Additionally, quilts currently being designed and made are being added to a database 

for future quilt historians. This database can be found at:  quiltindex.com 
 


