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NILES PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD 

NEWSLETTER – MAY 2025 

 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY MAY 27, 2025 

Hope Community Church 
2390 Lake St, Niles, MI 

 

Program: Dana Altman with Legit Kits Trunk Show 

 

PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS 
Murphy’s Laws of Quilting 

Fons & Porter’s Love of Quilting - Karen Buck 

1. No matter how much of a particular fabric you have for the quilt you want to make, you will always 

be half a yard short. 

2. Even if you own 200 shades of blue thread, you will not have the one that matches the project you are 

starting. 

3. If you have a piece of fabric 10” wide and need five 2” wide strips, you will cut one of these strips 2 

½” wide and be short one strip. 

4. You will always run out of bobbin thread 1” before the end of the last border seam. 

5. The scissors and pincushion, even if you have six of each, are always on the other side of the room. 

You will not discover this until you sit down. 

6. The only beverage you will never spill on your project is water. 

7. When you measure twice and cut once, the piece is still too short. 

8. Your computer will crash just before you can save the design you have worked on for two hours. 

9. If a pin goes astray on the floor, you will step on it. 

10. You will break your last sewing machine needle at midnight…the night before your quilt is to be 

turned in for the guild quilt show. 

Happy Day! 

Sally 

 

JUNE MEETING – MEMBERS’ 1ST QUILTS TRUNK SHOW 
Do you still have the first quilt you made? Or a quilt that your mother or grandmother made? What is the story 

behind it? We will have a Member’s Program titled My First Quilt on June 30, when you could share your story 

about your First Quilt, the reason you took up our hobby, and what you have learned since you started. Let Sally 

Hanson or Beth Raker know if you have a story and a quilt to share. We are looking for 3-5 members to show 

their quilts! 

 

And a reminder. This meeting will be a week later than usual because of Vacation Bible School. 

 

JULY PRE-FLEA FABRIC SALE 
For the first time, we will hold a Flea-style sale before and after the July meeting. We have received a large 

donation of quilt store quality fabric with many beautiful colors and patterns and want members to have first 

pick. Bring cash, checks, or credit cards (Square will be available). Like at the quilt show Flea, donate what you 

wish for the fabrics you choose. 
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NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
Nominations are open. Anyone can nominate anyone, with their permission, or volunteer for any of the offices. 

They should talk with the Nomination Committee; Annette Blaschuk and Sue Counts. The slate of prospective 

officers will be printed in the June and July Newsletters and elections will be held at the August meeting. 

 

“PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW UPDATES  - OCTOBER 23, 24, & 25 
Please remember that all quilt guild members are expected to help at the quilt show as able. There are many 

jobs, some require some physical effort but many are ones where you can sit either all the time or much of the 

time. You are welcome to make plans with a friend and sign up to work as a pair. Jobs include: sitting at the 

admission table taking money and handing out programs, sitting by the Raffle quilt and selling tickets, being a 

“white glove” person reminding people not to touch and turning quilts while wearing the gloves for those that 

ask (you can sit or stand), selling items at the Boutique, and helping people at the Silent Auction table. Work at 

the Flea Market includes reorganizing the items as needed to keep it neat but people give donations so there is 

little or no need to make change. There is a container for the donations. The biggest jobs and ones that require 

plenty of help are the setup and tear down of the show. Set up is done on Thursday, October 23 and tear down is 

done immediately after the end of the show on Saturday, October 25. 

 

We will have volunteer sign up sheets at the August and September meetings with plenty of spaces for signing 

up to help.  Mark your calendar now and keep the dates open to help! 

 

RAFFLE TICKETS – This is a repeat for anyone who missed it last month: 

Nancy Breidenbach will begin distributing raffle tickets at this month’s meeting. Here are the details: 

• Every member is expected to “sell” at least one set of 12 tickets. Whether you actually sell them to 

others or keep them for yourself is YOUR business. 

• Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. 

• Make Nancy’s job easier! Pay for your tickets up front and receive a free ticket for doing so. This means 

you can get 13 tickets for $10. 

• If you prefer to pay later, Nancy will give the tickets to you now and you’ll pay later, but you’ll get 12 

and owe $10. 

• And, of course, we HIGHLY encourage you to sell lots more than 12 and to sell them to everyone you 

can. The quilt show and raffle ticket sales are our biggest source of income and is only every other year. 

We depend on each other! 

 

BOUTIQUE: Please continue making items to sell in the boutique! The items you sell profit both yourself and 

the guild. You determine the price of the item but keep in mind that the guild will keep 15% of it. 

 

FLEA MARKET: There will be no Free Table at the August & September meetings.  Instead we will STUFF 

Jenny’s car. You can also bring items directly to the Flea during Quilt Show Setup Day. Please do not bring 

magazines. They have not sold in the past and are quite heavy for us to dispose of afterwards. Start collecting 

now! 

 

SILENT AUCTION: Please consider making a small wall hanging, table topper or table runner for this 

auction. We are asking for small items, nothing huge. In the past, holiday items sold well including Halloween 

and Christmas. The money made at this auction will be given to a charity. We will vote for our choice soon. 
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CHALLENGE QUILT 
The 8th set of directions is included with this month’s newsletter. Printed copies will also be available at the 

meeting. NOTE: You can make any size piece for the Challenge in August. If a whole quilt is not in your cards, 

make one block or a few blocks for a hanging or table runner. It’s your choice! A particular size is not a 

requirement. 

 

CHARITY QUILTS AND PORT PILLOWS 
Charity quilts:  !!! 

!!! In May the Niles Piecemakers presented 22 quilts !!! Well done ladies  

• 9 Salvation Army 

• 7 Infusion Center (Where the staff enjoys passing them on) 

• 6 LifePlan (Where families earn a quilt) 

From Nancy Dunning 

 

THE APRIL MEETING MINUTES ARE ATTACHED. 
 

 

 

GUILD MEETINGS - 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  
6 PM: Check in & social hour 

7 PM: Business Meeting, Show & Tell, Program 

• May 27: (May 26 is Memorial Day so the meeting will be on Tuesday) Dana Altman with Legit Kits 

• June 30: Members’ 1st Quilts  - Notify Sally or Beth if you’re willing to share. See the message from 

Sally on the first page of this newsletter. Also – NOTE THAT THIS IS THE 5th MONDAY IN JUNE. We 

had to change the date due to VBS. 

• July 28: CJ Spensley with a Dear Jane Trunk Show 

• August 25: End of Membership Year “Picnic” and Challenge Reveals. Secret Pal Reveals 

• September 22: Deb Strain – Fabric designer for over 27 years. She will show how her hand drawn and 

hand painted artwork evolves into a fabric line from Moda. She will share her most recent work. Deb 

will also share 20 to 30 of her quilts made over the years from her fabrics. She will also have various 

items with her designs to vend. ( We will also stuff Jenni’s car for the Flea Market) 

Treasurer’s Report -  April 2025
4/1/2025 - Overall Beginning Balance 5,884.38$       

INCOME:

LegitKits Workshop - Fees and Kit Payments 273.20$          

Dues 75.00$            

2026 Retreat Deposits 420.00$          

Raffle Tickets 40.00$            

Batting Donation 100.00$          

EXPENSES

2026 Retreat Downpayment 250.00$          

Facilities Donation to Hope Community Church 900.00$          

Printing - Raffle Tickets 131.31$          

April Speaker Fee including Mileage 172.80$          

4/30/2025 - Checking Account Balance: 1,991.79$       

                  Savings Account Balance: 3,346.73$       

  Overall Ending Balance 5,338.52$       
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Members come for free, of course, but visitors will be charged $10. We are sharing fliers with quilt 

shops and neighboring quilt guilds. 

• October 27: Quilt Show Winners’ Circle - Ribbon winners are asked to show their quilts & ribbons 

• November 24: To be determined 

• No meeting or newsletter in December  

 

SIT & SEW / WORKSHOP MEETING DATES 
Get the dates on your calendar now! Details will be provided as the dates approach. These dates or details could 

change as the time gets nearer so always check the most recent newsletter for current information. Bring your 

lunch and a drink as well as sewing supplies. 

• May 27 – Legit Kits workshop with Dana Altman at Sew Happy Sales and Service. (The church meeting 

space is not available during the day that Tuesday.) 

• June 21 – Hosts: Gene and Lista. 

• July & August – No Sit & Sews 

• September 20 – Host: Sara Shrock 

• October – No Sit & Sew. The quilt show is this month. 

• November 22 – Lynn Gerard – Wallet Class – Information about supplies will be shared ahead of time. 

• December – No Sit & Sew 

 

Happy Birthday to Our Members! 
Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect. 

MAY 

11 – Pat Turner 

12 – Tracey Krueger 

18 – Carol Fairchild 

20 – Jenny Chapla 

20 – Judy Bubanovich 

31 – Dale Dean III 

JUNE 

7 – Brenda Allison 

9 – Cheri Rissman 

15 – Kim Barnes 

22 – Kim Clark 

26 – Cathy Stair 

  

 

NEW MEMBERS  

Kim Clark, 574-910-0115  

28551 Riley Rd, North Liberty, IN 46554  

mygoldenmario@yahoo.com  

Birthday: June 22 

 

Grace Cronin, 269-695-9669  

302 Lake St, Buchanan, MI 49107 

gacronin1@gmail.com 

Birthday: July 8 

Laurie Fenske , 574-780-6935  

974 Sycamore Rd, Walkerton, IN 

46574ttbprincess@aol.com  

Birthday: July 27 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:mygoldenmario@yahoo.com
mailto:gacronin1@gmail.com
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MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS 
Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the 

Guild. Her address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell) 
 

Please continue sharing cards and notes with Kay Collins. Her address is 52691 Lilac Rd, South Bend, IN 

46628 

 

Kris Warmoth is better but will still enjoy cards from our members. Her address is 120 E 16th St, Mishawaka, 

IN 46544. 

 

Lisa Schmidtgoessling’s mother has not been well for some time. You can send cards to Lisa as she deals with 

the situation and moves her mother to live closer. Address:17490 Parker Dr., South Bend, IN 46635 

 

PUBLIC EVENTS  
 

__________________________________MAY__________________________________ 

2ND ANNUAL QUILT WALK 
Creative Passions Quilt Shop sponsors this quilt walk. 

May 1, 2, and 3. Thursday and Friday from 11-5 p.m. and 

Saturday 11-3 p.m.  

Passports are available for $5 at Riverfront Grill, 128 N. Front 

St., Chesaning, and Trinity United Methodist Church, 1629 W. 

Brady St., Chesaning.  

More information is available on Facebook at Creative Passions 

Quilt Walk. 

 

Patchers at the Lakeshore (PALS) Quilt Show – 

Threads of Friendship 
More than 150 quilts on display, top regional vendors, a 

beautiful quilt will be raffled, bed turnings, a quilt boutique and 

Challenge Quilts on display. 

May 16 & 17, 2025     10 am-5 pm 

The Salvation Army Building, 1221 Shonat St, Muskegon, MI 

Admission: $5   www.PALSquiltguild.org    

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064455949109  

  

 

 

________________________________JUNE & JULY________________________________ 

NOBLE NIMBLE THIMBLES 2025 QUILT SHOW & MARKET 
June 4-6       9 AM – 5 PM – W-Th-F,    9 AM – noon Sat June 7  

Suggested donation $5 

Rome City United Methodist Church, 297 Washington St, Rome City, IN 46784 (near Caroline’s Cottage 

Cottons) 

Raffle Tickets for Charity Quilt – 4 for $5 or $1 each 

ALL INDIANA SHOP HOP 
Buy the magazine at a participating shop. 

It has your prize passport and a map 

showing all of the shops. It also has 6 

excellent quilt patterns.  

 

You can win prizes by visiting at least 5 

shops, OR all the shops in a region, OR a 

grand prize for visiting every shop in the 

state! Visit the Facebook page for more 

information. 

May 1 – June 30, 2025 

 

Magazines are locally available at Sew 

Unique by Jackie, Stitch in Thyme and 

Stone Soup Batiks. (And other places, 

too.) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/allindi

anashophop  

http://www.palsquiltguild.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064455949109
https://www.facebook.com/groups/allindianashophop
https://www.facebook.com/groups/allindianashophop
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A ROB APPELL EXPERIENCE – JUNE 4, 5 & 6 
Tickets can be purchased now using this website: https://elkhartquiltfiber.org/  

Take a look at Rob on YouTube to see the kinds of things he does. He is a fun person 

and very knowledgeable. The Thursday and Friday workshops sound amazing as 

he’s a dynamic teacher. Sign up now! 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Stop Quilt Shop Hop – 

with 25 vendors 
 

July 18 & 19, 2025, Friday 9-5, 

Saturday 9-3 

Honeywell Center, 275 West Market 

St, State Rd 15, Wabash, IN 46992 

 

Admission $7.00      

www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-

hop.htm, or on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070157135971   

 

 

 

 

ALL MICHIGAN SHOP HOP 
Buy the magazine at a participating shop. It has 

your prize passport and a map showing all of the 

shops.  

 

You can win prizes by visiting at least 5 shops, 

OR all the shops in a region, OR a grand prize for 

visiting every shop in the state! Visit the 

Facebook page for more information. 

 

You can preorder the magazine locally at Robin’s 

Nest, Quilted Oak Leaf and Sew Happy Sales & 

Service. 

June 1 – July 31, 2025 

https://allmichiganshophop.com/  

https://elkhartquiltfiber.org/
http://www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-hop.htm
http://www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-hop.htm
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070157135971
https://allmichiganshophop.com/
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________________________________AUGUST________________________________ 

River Bend Quilt Guild Quilt Show 
August 14 – 9 am-7 pm, August 15 – 9 am-5 pm, September16 – 9 am-4 pm 

Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Library, 209 Lincolnway East, Mishawaka, IN 

FREE and open to the Public! 

 

________________________________SEPTEMBER________________________________ 

Quilting at the Crossroads – Quilters Guild of Indianapolis 
350+ quilts, judged and non-judged. Featured artist details coming soon. A Holiday Stars raffle ticket will be 

available. 

September 19 & 20, 19th 10-6, 20th 10-4 

Indiana State Fairgrounds AG/Hort Building, 1202 E 38th St, Indianapolis, IN 46205 

Admission $10, Parking $10 per car 

https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow  

 

“Walk in the Wilderness” Quilt Show 
Nimble Thimbles Quilt Club 

September 19 3-8 PM & September 20 9 AM – 3 PM 

Johnson County Fairgrounds, Franklin, IN 

Admission (cash only) $10 advanced sale, $12 at door (both days), Saturday $5 at door 

Friday 6 PM, speaker – Claudia Lash 

Members Quilts on Display 

Quilting Vendors, “Treasure Chest” Sale Table, Food to Purchase – Saturday only 

Ticket information: Call Vera 931-337-2180, Jan 317-965-6433 

 

Fort Wayne Quilt Fest 2025 
30,000 square feet quilt exhibition, vendors and classes. Also vintage airplanes and cars can be viewed. 

September 26 & 27, 2025, 10 am – 6 pm both days 

Kruse Plaza Kruse Hanger, 5634 Opportunity Blvd, Auburn, IN 46706 

1 day admission - $15, 2-day admission - $20 

https://www.fwquiltfest.com/  

__________________________________OCTOBER_________________________________ 

Fall in Love with Quilting – Heritage Quilters of Crown Point, IN 
On Saturday at 10:30 a.m. – A Contemporary Bed Turning by Guild Member Jill Ball will take place.  

On Sunday at 12:30 p.m. – A Trunk Show by Guild Member Kay O. will take place.  

There will also be vendors, quilt raffle (Edyta Sitar’s Alaska Rainbow quilt), basket raffles, door prizes, and 

over 150 quilts and quilted items on display! 

October 4 & 5, 2025 – 10 am – 4 pm both days 

Lake County Fair Grounds, 889 S Court St, Crown Point, IN 

Admission $5, under 12 free 

https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/    

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620  

 

 

https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow
https://www.fwquiltfest.com/
https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620


P a g e  8 of 9 

 

Going to Pieces - Capital City Quilt Guild 
October 10 & 11, 2025, 10 am – 4 pm both days 

Ingham County Fairgrounds, Main Arena, 700 E Ash St, Mason, MI 

https://capitalcityquiltguild.org/index.php  

 

OUR “PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW 
Setup on Thursday October 23 – Please plan to help for at least a couple hours! Quilts will be dropped off that 

day as well with details to come. 

Show: Friday & Saturday, October 24 and 25. 

Clean up starts immediately after the show and lots of help will be needed! 

Hope Community Church, 2390 Lake St, Niles MI  

 

Board Members  
Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.  

Sally Hanson - President ...................................(574) 339-2475, sallyannehan@aol.com 

Robin English – Vice President ........................(269) 663-3303, RobinsNestQuilts@aol.com 

Beth Raker – Treasurer & Newsletter Editor ....(574) 220-0116. bethraker@gmail.com 

Melody VanLue - Secretary……….. ................ 269-876-7276, gerryandmelodyv@gmail.com 

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month 

except we do not meet in December.  
 

Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are 

$30 per year and the year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues. 

Dues are also prorated for new members by the half year. So any new members joining 

in August through January pay full dues, but in February through July will pay half dues. 

 

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com Password: fourflags 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://capitalcityquiltguild.org/index.php
http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild
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Charity Quilt Sizes Needed:  

These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted. 

The two sizes we give most are:  

40x56 for baby quilts and  

60x72 for cancer and infusion patients. 

 

We also need: 

• St. Margaret’s House: Twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger. 

• Wheelchair lap quilts: About 30x30 up to 40x40. 

• NICU: 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s appreciated to have flannel on the back to 

make them especially soft as they are used to cover the babies as they leave the hospital so that their 

eyes aren’t hurt by the bright lights. 

• NICU: 40x40 blankets to cover the Isolettes.  

• NICU:  Flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and babies to carry the 

scent for comfort. Each mother needs four. 

• Port pillows – used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo or after other surgeries.  Let 

Beth or Sue Counts know if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at 

meetings. The directions are also available on our website. We are making a larger size than we did at 

one time as it seems to be preferred. 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
Quilt and sewing related “ads” are welcomed. Be sure to get information to Beth Raker at 

bethraker@gmail.com by the first week of each month. Newsletters are sent out on or near the 12th of the 

month. WORDING your ad the way you want it to look in the newsletter is greatly appreciated. Read it as you 

pretend to be someone who knows nothing about it and see if it makes sense!  

 

mailto:bethraker@gmail.com

