
 

 

    Piecemakers Quilt Guild Meeting 
     June 22, 2026 
1. Preliminaries 
 
The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with members welcomed and requested to 
turn off cell phones.   
 
The Guild Board members were introduced; Sally Hanson, President, Melody 
VanLue, Vice-President, Pamela Holt, Secretary, Beth Raker, Treasurer. 
 
One visitor was welcomed and introduced, JoAnn Woolet (sp?)There were 49 
members present this evening. 
 
2. Board Reports 
 
The Secretary’s Report was approved as read in the newsletter. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was printed in the newsletter and approved. Beth reported a 
current balance of $14,759.72, noting that this was partly due to the bus trip 
collection. 
 
3.  Committee Reports 
 
A. Charity Quilts - Four went to Lifeline and three to Niles Infusion Center. Eight 
went to the Salvation Army. Many quilt kits are available to finish.  These are 
available at the back of the room. 
 B. Port Pillows -  129 large and 67 small port pillows were distributed. Kits 
are here to pick up if you care to work on this ministry.  
 C. Secret Pals - Everyone please check the gift table for their gifts and to 
bring home the gift they brought if their “person” is not here. Pals will be revealed 
at the August picnic. 
 D. No issues with the Newsletter other than the wrong minutes included! 
The correction was made thanks to careful readers! 
 E.  Website/Facebook - Deb Brechtel - She says that it is going well. 
Beware of the email scam still happening.  The guild NEVER sends requests for 
money! 
 F. Membership - Last chance to pay dues.  New dues begin in August.   



 

 

 G. Challenge Quilt - This is due in August.  Racks and tables will be 
available.  Please be thinking of ideas for next year’s challenge ideas. Email any 
board member if you have any thoughts on this. 
 H. Sit and Sew 

•  There will be NO Sit and Sew for July or August.  See Melody VanLue 
for details to sew at Calvary Church if you are interested. 

•  September Sit and Sew will feature Paper piecing with Beth and Sally. 
•  October 24 (different date than usual and at Sew Happy) will feature 

Alice Ridge for “Textures, Tucks, and Embellishments”.  The charge 
has not yet been determined. 

 I. Quilt Retreat - reservations are full but wait list is available and empty. 
 
4.  Old Business 
 
Bus Trip - The Guild is sponsoring a Bus Trip to the Grand Rapids Quilt Show on 
Friday, August 21 of this year.  The bus will leave from the Hope Church parking 
lot at 8:00 AM and return by 6:00 PM.  Tickets are $60.00 and include the 
coach, our wonderful “Bus Mom” with games and prizes, snacks and water,  
Admission tickets to the show and tips to the driver. There are currently 21 seats 
left.   
 
5.  New Business 
 
We need volunteers to review the Treasurer’s Book.  This is not a change to the 
bylaws, but simply a clarification. Two to three volunteers are needed for a short 
task. 
Volunteers: 
 Suzanne Beauchamp 
 Marsha Caulkins 
 Carolyn Ernsperger 
 
A Chair or Co-Chairs are needed for our Quilt Show of October, 2027. 
There is a well-documented book and several past Chairs who have a wealth of 
information to share.  Please think about it. This needs to be filled soon. 
 
The Guild is planning a “Schoolhouse” event on May 15, 2027. 
If you are interested in teaching a class or have an idea for a class, see Sally.   
 
 



 

 

New Business 
Cass County Fair is taking pre-registrations for entries for August 1. All area 
counties are eligible for participation.  See Linda Bogue. 
 
Bettye Green will have her quilt of the Underground Railroad on display at the 
Saint Joseph County Fair. 
 
Deb Brechtel has had her quilt accepted for the Grand Rapids Show.  
 
6.  Door Prizes - Bettye Green  
Door Prizes went to: Pam Holt, Suzanne Beauchamp, and Deb Brechtel. 
 
Quilts of Valor Program 
Our Program, “Quilts of Valor” was delightfully presented by Glenda Lamont, one 
of our own members.  Julie Koch, Beth Raker and Marsha Caulkins are also 
members. 
 
Interesting Facts: It began in 2003. There are now 600 chapters and 445,000 
vets have been “wrapped in a quilt” by this organization. 
To nominate you need to be either a current serviceperson, a veteran with an 
honorable, medical or general discharge, US military. 
The local chapter, “In the Bend Quilts of Valor” is 100% volunteer, has 40 
members and meets monthly for a sewing day at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Mishawaka.  The next meeting is Friday, September 11. Membership is $10.00 
per year.   
 
You can participate by: 
•  participating (sewing or organizing, cutting) 
•  long arming 
•  making quilt blocks 
•  donating fabric - 100% cotton, patriotic colors 
•  joining 
  
 
Show and Tell 
Show and Tell featured many charity quilts and several individuals with quilts. 
 
Sally kindly asked for some tear down help with wonderful results. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM 


