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Niles Piecemakers Quilt Guild 

November 2023 
 

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild   

 

Next Meeting: November 27, 2023 
Hope Community Church, 2390 Lake St., Niles MI 

 

Program: Christmas Project Ideas 
 

President’s Greetings 
Greetings-this busy time of year. 

 

Sorry I missed the parade of beautiful prize-winning quilts at the last meeting. 

 

We were on a surprise birthday trip to Los Vegas for my nephew’s 50th birthday. Our route there and back 

consisted of five different canyons, each one beautiful and each one different from the others. What a beautiful 

creation we live in. 

 

OK, back to business, here are some things to think about, 

1. Would you like Sit'n'Sew during the week instead of Saturdays? 

2. We would like more than one person on committees, more people-more ideas-less thinking for one 

person. Opportunities will be shared in the new year! 

We also have members, and family members that need our prayers. Let's count our blessings in all situations. 

 

This being my last letter, I just want to thank each one of you for all your support and encouragement, 

especially the board. I don't know what I would have done without them. Please support the new board starting 

in January. 

 

Thank you again, 

Sara Shrock 

 

 

BLOCK PARTY 2023 Quilt Show  
See the attached information for the Quilt Show Financial Information. We had a very successful and FUN quilt 

show. The overall profit this year was $6,849.84! Two years ago it was $4,910.91 so we were even more 

successful financially than before.  

 

A few thoughts from the committee wrap-up – The layout worked fairly well but there is room for 

improvement. It will be tweaked so that there are no vendors off in a corner near the Flea, the entryway will be 

less congested and the admission price will be more prominent.  Children ages 12 or younger will be allowed to 

enter for free (in hopes of encouraging our successors!) 

 

http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild
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All the tall racks were used and needed so that purchase was worthwhile. You will see a report showing our 

overall Rack & Drape financials attached to this newsletter. We believe we will be in the black within just a few 

years as we rent them out. 

 

Next time, we do need to organize quilt pickup and tear down better. We will be asking for some specific help 

such as people to roll up drapes as they are taken down and a more organized effort. Tear down/clean up is after 

a whole day of work for most of us and is done in a short period of time so more hands would be a very good 

thing! 

 

No formal survey of members will be held, but Jody Crandall welcomes your input. She is wrapping up the 

report and updating the Show Notebook. An envelope will be at the front table in November for comments if 

you prefer to put it in writing. You are welcome to turn them in anonymously. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped!! 

 

RIBBON WINNERS

 

Nancy Nimtz Founder's Award 

    Whirlygig D-410 Sandra Hodgman 

 

Best in Show 

    Carnival Flower D-404 Sally Hanson 

 

1st Place Large 

    Double Wedding Ring D- Denise Gmeiner 

2nd Place Large 

    Scrappy Hunter's Star D-415 Nancy Breidenbach 

3rd Place Large 

    Black Diamond D-413 Annette Blaschuk 

 

1st Place Medium 

    Color Blind C-333 Jenny Chapla 

2nd Place Medium 

    Hen House C-340 Stephanie Savona 

3rd Place Medium 

    Snowdays Christmas C-330 Arlene Lehman 

 

1st Place Small 

    In Memory of Nancy B-218 Sandra Hodgman 

2nd Place Small 

    Fireworks B-214 Barbara Chestovich 

3rd Place Small 

    My Kinda Town B-223 Pamela Holt 

 

1st Place Extra Small 

    Spooky Fun A-103 Melody VanLue 

2nd Place Small 

    Man in the Moon A-104 Gloria Britton 

3rd Place Small 

    Stem of Poppies A-102 Jan Holdeman 

 

1st Place Wearables 

 Main Street Celebration Bench Pillow - Deb 

Brechtel 

2nd Place Wearables 

 Butterfly Jacket - Jan Holdeman 

3rd Place Wearables 

 Down on the Farm Dress - Sue Glossinger

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARITY QUILTS  

Thank you for your love for others! 

• 10 quilts for the Salvation Army for their Christmas outreach 

• 19 NICU blankets will be delivered by Kay Collins 

• 2 quilts for the infusion center 
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SURVEY 

This survey was filled out by those attending the October meeting to help with planning Sit & Sews and 

workshops in the new year. If you weren’t there, Annette would appreciate hearing from you. You can print this 

page and give it to her, or you can email your thoughts to annetteblaschuk@aol.com. 

 

Quilter’s Survey 

Name_______________________________________ 

1. What type of techniques or projects would you Attend; to learn in a Saturday or special workshop? 

________Sweatshirt Jacket Class $40 (10am to 4pm) 

________Quiltworks paper piecing 1- day 6 hours or 2-day class 12 hours total ($50 to $150) pattern 

included not fabric. Lunch included 

________One day sewing retreat with mystery quilt (10am to 9pm) lunch and dinner included for ($40) 

plus prizes 

________Scrap busting quilts ($40) with Marlene Sowatzke  

________ 3-D quilt patterns ($40) with Melinda Anstead 

________ English paper piecing or foundation paper piecing 

_________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

2. Suggestions for speakers you would like to see or specific topics you would like demonstrated: 

 

 

 

3. What quilting techniques would you be willing to share with others? 

 

 

 

An OPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY! Element3 
We are delighted to share a wonderful new collaboration that will elevate your quilting guild experience to new 

heights! Our club has joined forces with Element3 Health—a platform that aligns your health benefits with your 

passion for quilting. Whether you're an experienced quilter, a fabric enthusiast, or a creative designer, Element3 

Health offers exciting opportunities. Additionally, through this partnership, a portion of your membership fees 

may be reimbursed to the club, directly enhancing your quilting experience and supporting our collective 

growth. Sign up today at e3hfun.com/NilesPiecemakers and embrace this enriching partnership! 

 

Beth has volunteered to work with Element3 this next year to see if this is worthwhile. Your health plan may 

cover your member dues through this partnership allowing you to have your dues for next year (2024-25) paid 

for you by Element3 who works with your insurance IF YOUR INSURANCE supports this. This program is 

very much like SilverSneakers if you are familiar with that. Beth looked into this company and it is reputable. 

The downside is that not everyone in the guild will be able to use it, some won’t want to use the internet and 

may not have email and others won’t want to be bothered. BUT, if you want to give it a try, use the link above. 

Once a few people have done it, Beth will be able to tell you more. There is NO COST TO YOU and you earn 

“money for dues” by doing what you already do. It should be a minimal amount of effort.  

 

mailto:annetteblaschuk@aol.com
https://e3hfun.com/NilesPiecemakers
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The October Meeting Minutes are attached. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUILD MEETINGS - 4th Monday of each month  

Doors open at 6:00 pm and the business meeting begins at 7:00 pm followed by the program. 

• November 27 – Ideas for small projects and/or Christmas gifts 

• December – We do not meet in December and there is no newsletter. 

• 2024 Dates: January 22, February 26, March 25, April 22, May 20 (27th is Memorial Day), June 24, July 

22, August 26, September 23, October 28, November 25, No meeting in December 

 

SIT & SEW, WORKSHOPS & MORE – Generally on 2nd Saturday of month from 10 – 4 unless the 

church has a conflict. 

We will be sure to let you know the topic of each Sit & Sew before it occurs and will have a sign-up sheet at the 

meeting prior to it. The all-day retreat will have a fee to cover the expenses which will be due when you sign up 

so that any supplies can be purchased and the teacher(s) can plan. 

• November Sit & Sew has been cancelled. Only one person signed up. 

• December – There will be no Sit & Sew in December.  

• 2024 Dates: Jan 20, Feb 10, March 9 (March 9 is tentatively an all-day retreat.), May 18, June 22, none 

in July & August, September 21, October 12, November 9, none in December 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report - October & November 2023

10/1/23 - Overall Beginning Balance 4,448.93$    

INCOME:

Dues 180.00$       

Raffle Tickets 41.00$         

Rack Donation 50.00$         

Quilt Show Proceeds 4,792.28$    

Security Deposit for Quilt Show - returned 150.00$       

Proceeds from Square for Quilt Show 1,031.56$    

EXPENSES

Memorial for Nancy Nimtz 50

Postage for Silent Auction deliveries 24.75

Stamps for newsletters 66.00$         

Labels for Quilt Racks 160.00$       

Lunches for Setup Workers 148.50$       

Insurance Payment 26.00$         

Boutique Payments to Makers 1,751.25$    

Label Fabric for Charity Quilts 79.19$         

Printing of Paperwork for Quilts at Show 19.80$         

Ribbon Supplies 16.00$         

Donation to Hope United Methodist 400.00$       

Donation to Hope United Methodist Youth Group 150.00$       

Cleaning Fee for Quilt Show 100.00$       

11/11/2023 - Checking Account Balance: 7,227.52$    

Quilt Show Proceeds into Savings 2,969.65$    

                  Savings Account Balance: 3,445.44$    

  Overall Ending Balance 10,672.96$ 
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Happy Birthday to Our Members! 

Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect. 

NOVEMBER 

3 – Sandy Myers 

8 – Cindy Lapekes 

9 – Judi Kidman 

9 – Carmen Merica 

22 – Diane Loebach 

27 – Laura Koenigshof 

                 

DECEMBER 

1 – Diane Mytych 

3 – Joyce Ferris 

11 – Jody Crandall 

13 – Glenda Lamont 

17 – Katie Hughes 

17 – Debbie Rourke-Reese 

24 – Elaine Lee 

25 – Linda Bogue 

29 – Ann Feltz 

 

JANUARY 

1 – Debbie Mummaw 

7 – Linda George 

7 – Julie Farver 

14 – Lista Duren 

23 – Patti Vollmer 

28 – Arlene Richardson 

30 – Catherine Lindgren 

 

 

New Members (If you see any mistakes, please let me know!! Beth) 

Catherine Lindgren, 574-520-9874 

33685 Early Rd, New Carlisle, IN 46552 

Clindgren01@me.com 

Birthday: Jan 30 

Phone Tree Caller: Beth Raker 

 

Sewing Tips & Inspiration 
  

Need just one covered button? (Think Santa nose). Take a domed button, piece of 

batting, and tuck them into a yoyo. From Jody Crandall 

 

 

 

PUBLIC EVENTS 

_____November______________________________________ 
 

Holiday Craft Fair 

Date:  Saturday, November 18 

Time:  10 AM - 2 PM 

Location:  Calvary Baptist Church, 3001 W. Cleveland Rd., South Bend, Indiana 

               (corner of Cleveland Rd. & Bendix Dr.) 

Admission Fee:  None 

Wheelchair Accessible:  Yes 

There will be approximately 20 vendors at the fair selling baked goods, stocking stuffers, handmade items, 

home decor, etc. If you need any other information, text Melody VanLue at 269-876-7276.  I look forward to 

seeing you there! 
 

Our church is also gathering warm winter clothing, boots, bedding, walkers, crutches, etc. to send to our 

missionaries in Ukraine. If anyone has items like these they would like to donate, they can bring them to the 

next meeting and I'll take them to my church, or they can take them to Calvary Baptist Church, 3001 W. 

Cleveland Rd., South Bend, Indiana, from 9 AM to 4 PM daily. If anyone has questions about this, they can call 

me at 269-876-7276. 

 

mailto:Clindgren01@me.com
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_____June & July 2024______________________________________ 
 

The All Michigan Shop Hop is coming June & July 2024. 75 shops throughout the State of Michigan will be 

participating. There will be a magazine available to purchase in April 2024. This magazine will have all the 

shops participating listed. A passport will be in the magazine as well as patterns, articles, and ads. Prizes, 

drawings, and more prizes!  

 

In addition, there will be a fabric collection only available for purchase at the participating shops. The fabric 

collection is a state of Michigan themed collection: lighthouses, sailboats, apple blossoms, and more!!  

 

Reserve your copy of the magazine today at a participating shop. The retail price will be around $11.95. The 

fabric will be available to purchase as of June 1, 2024 and is not allowed to leave quilt shops before that day! 

Some quilt shops put together bus tours. (If you hear of any in our area, please let Beth know and she will put it 

in a future newsletter.) 

 

This is a great way to support small business quilt shops throughout the State. If you are on Facebook, look for 

All Michigan Shop Hop and follow to get the latest updates. Quilted Oak Leaf, Sew Happy and Robin’s Nest 

are all participating! 

 

MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS – Please let one of our officers know of any news or concerns! 

 

Board Members  

Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.  

Sara Shrock ................(269) 235-0161 – President 

Robin English.............(269) 663-3303 – Vice President 

Beth Raker .................(574) 220-0116 – Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 

Sally Hanson ..............(574) 339-2475 – Secretary 

 

Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the Guild. 

Her address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell) 

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month; except we do not meet in December.  

Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are $30 per year and the 

year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues. Dues are also prorated for new members by 

the half year. So any new members joining in August through January pay full dues, but in February through 

July will pay half dues. 
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Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild   

 

 

 

 

Charity Quilt Sizes Needed: These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted. 

This information is frequently requested so it is listed at the end of every newsletter. 

• The two sizes we need most are:  

o 40x56 for baby quilts and  

o 60x72 for cancer and infusion patients. 

• St. Margaret’s House appreciates twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger. 

• Wheelchair lap quilts of about 30x30 up to 40x40. 

• 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s appreciated to have flannel on the back to make them 

especially soft as they are used to cover the babies as they leave the hospital so that their eyes aren’t hurt 

by the bright lights. 

• 40x40 – Also for the NICU to cover the Isolettes. 

• The NICU appreciates flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and 

babies to carry the scent for comfort. Each mother needs four. 

• Port pillows – used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo.  Let Beth or Sue Counts know 

if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at meetings. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADVERTISEMENTS  

 

For Sale – Below cost!  

Clearly Perfect Slotted Trimmers by Kari Carr. It includes two rulers. You can  make 

half square triangles by any method you choose and then use these trimmers to square 

them up perfectly and REALLY fast! It can also be used for quarter-square triangles. You 

can trim up to 11 sizes: 1 1/2" to 6 1/2" and they’re great for 5" squares. Here is a video 

showing them in use: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52SMLWEpJKM  The Quilts of 

Valor group was able to get these at a discount and have just 1 left. They retail for $31.95 

but the cost for these is $24. First come first served!!! Call or email Beth Raker. 

bethraker@gmail.com , 574-220-0116 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
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