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NILES PIECEMAKERS  

QUILT GUILD NEWSLETTER 2024 
 

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024 

Hope Community Church 
2390 Lake St, Niles, MI 

 

PROGRAM: STONE SOUP BATIKS 

 

PRESIDENTS GREETINGS 
Abundance. What a beautiful way to think about all the blessings we have. We have abundant food, 

abundant rain, more than enough to share. And, as I see it, you have an abundance of generosity! Your 

gifts to our charities and medical centers are beautiful.  

 

Thank you for giving so lavishly of your time and talents. I hope you have a good Thanksgiving with friends 

and family, and a happy Christmas. 

 

Sally 

 

GUILD CHALLENGE QUILT 2024-2025 
The next set of directions will arrive with today’s newsletter. A few people have asked for printed copies and 

they will be available at the check-in table at each meeting from now on. There is no newsletter in December 

and no new Challenge directions. You will get the next set in January. 

 

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK 
Good news! After looking into GoDaddy we realized that it didn’t allow for a password protected area plus it 

would be more expensive, so the challenge was on to get Weebly (our current provider) figured out. After a fair 

amount of time on the phone with tech support, we had success! Beth has made a number of updates and with 

Deb Brechtel’s help we will keep it up to date from now on. We think you’ll be pleased!  

 

Under Member Space, there is a list of all the members with space for pictures. The list has been updated and 

we will be taking pictures at the meetings with the intention of filling in the missing ones. You can download 

the list and/or print it if you wish. Newsletters from 2017 – 2024 are also found there along with the Minutes 

from those years. You will also see a Calendar with our meetings, Sit & Sews and other events. And that’s not 

all! See the end of this newsletter for the link and password. 

 

Annette Blaschuk, Beth Raker and Lisa Schmidtgoessling also figured out how to get into Facebook. It just 

needed three great minds working together. So, you will now see pictures from the last two meetings plus the 

most recent Sit & Sew. If you’d like to take pictures at meetings and upload them into Facebook, let Sally or 

Beth know. We’d appreciate your help! 

 
NILES PIECEMAKERS SPRING RETREAT AT THE AMIGO CENTRE 
The final payment and your forms are due at the January meeting on January 27.  Please pay by check. Sue 

Counts and Melody VanLue are collecting your money and forms. 
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PORT PILLOWS AT NOVEMBER’S SIT & SEW 
We had a good turnout of 13 people and a lot of fun making port pillows at the 

November Sit & Sew. We finished 45 port pillows and have enough material cut for 

another 37. A few people left early and took some home to sew, so there were 

probably another 10 cut out. See our Facebook page for more pictures! 

 

SECRET PALS 
Pam will be passing out the Secret Pal information this month to everyone who 

signed up. 

 

PLANS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
The January newsletter will be full of our plans for 2025. Great programs, 

workshops and Sit & Sews are in the works! 

 
GUILD MEETINGS - 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  

6 PM: Check In &, Social Hour 

7 PM: Business Meeting, Show & Tell, Program 

• November 25: Stone Soup Batiks 

• December: No Meeting & No Newsletter 

 

SIT & SEW + WORKSHOPS 
Meet at Hope from 10 – 4. You can leave earlier if you wish. Bring your lunch and sewing supplies. If you 

prefer, you can always work on a project of your own choosing. 

• December – No Sit & Sew 

 

THE OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES ARE ATTACHED.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report -  October 2024
10/1/2024 - Overall Beginning Balance

INCOME:

Dues 15.00$            

Donation 20.00$            

Registration Fees for Retreat 460.00$          

EXPENSES

Program Fee for October Meeting 100.00$          

10/31/2024 - Checking Account Balance: 4,892.52$       

                  Savings Account Balance: 2,546.25$       

  Overall Ending Balance 7,438.77$       
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Happy Birthday to Our Members! 
Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect. 

NOVEMBER 

3 – Sandy Myers 

8 – Cindy Lapekes 

9 – Judi Kidman 

9 – Carmen Merica 

16 – Lisa Ottman 

18 – Marsha Caulkins 

27 – Laura Koenigshof 

DECEMBER 

1 – Diane Mytych 

3 – Joyce Ferris 

11 – Jody Crandall 

13 – Glenda Lamont 

17 – Katie Hughes 

17 – Debbie Rourke-Reese 

24 – Elaine Lee 

25 – Linda Bogue 

29 – Ann Feltz 

30 – Karen Damm 

  

 

MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS 
Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the 

Guild.  

Virginia’s address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell) 

 

PUBLIC EVENTS 
 

________________________SEPTEMBER – JANUARY________________________ 

WHIP STITCH: QUILTS ARE CONTEMPORARY ART – WARNER GALLERY 
& 

OLD & BOLD: VIVID 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY QUILTS FROM THE SHEIN 

COLLECTION – ROTUNDA GALLERY AND WEIKAMP GALLERY 
September 28, 2024 – January 5, 2025   

Wednesday – Sunday, Noon – 5 PM. Closed Monday and Tuesday. The first Friday of the month, open 

until 8 PM. 

The quilts in the Whip Stitch exhibit are new and include Julie Farver’s work, a member of our guild and the 

owner of the Quilted Oak Leaf in Dowagiac. Those in the Old & Bold exhibit are a selection of historical quilts 

from the private collection of Cari Shein. Viewing these two collections offers an exploration of the evolution of 

quilt-making across centuries.  

South Bend Museum of Art 

120 S Martin Luther King Drive, South Bend, IN 46601 

No fee for entry but donations are welcome. 
 

 

___________________________NOVEMBER 2024____________________________ 

QUILTWORX WORKSHOPS WITH TAMMY GARDNER 
Tammy is continuing to host workshops in her studio on the following dates which are all Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. The cost is $20 and are scheduled from 10-3. You can also rent a sewing machine for $5. If you 

started the QuiltWorx project at the Sit & Sew or are working on some other QuiltWorx project, this is an 

excellent opportunity to work on it with Tammy’s expert help. Contact Tammy to reserve a spot. Call 574-606-

8600 or email tamquilts@gmail.com  Dates: November 21, December 3 & 19. 

mailto:tamquilts@gmail.com
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Board Members  
Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.  

Sally Hanson - President ...................................(574) 339-2475, sallyannehan@aol.com 

Robin English – Vice President ........................(269) 663-3303, RobinsNestQuilts@aol.com 

Beth Raker – Treasurer & Newsletter Editor ....(574) 220-0116. bethraker@gmail.com 

Melody VanLue - Secretary……….. ................ 269-876-7276, gerryandmelodyv@gmail.com 

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month 

except we do not meet in December.  
 

Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are 

$30 per year and the year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues. 

Dues are also prorated for new members by the half year. So any new members joining 

in August through January pay full dues, but in February through July will pay half dues. 

 

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com   Password: fourflags 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild 

 

 

CHARITY QUILT SIZES NEEDED:  

These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted. 

 

The two sizes we give most are:  

• 40x56 for baby quilts and  

• 60x72 for cancer and infusion patients. 

 

We also need: 

• St. Margaret’s House: Twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger. 

• Wheelchair lap quilts: About 30x30 up to 40x40. 

• Hold off on this size for now. We have plenty. NICU: 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s 

appreciated to have flannel on the back to make them especially soft as they are used to cover the babies 

as they leave the hospital so that their eyes aren’t hurt by the bright lights. 

• NICU: 40x40 blankets to cover the Isolettes.  

• NICU:  Flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and babies to carry the 

scent for comfort. Each mother needs four. 

• Port pillows – used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo or after other surgeries.  Let 

Beth or Sue Counts know if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at 

meetings. We are making a larger size than we did at one time as it seems to be appreciated. 

 

 

 

http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild

