NILES PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2025

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY MARCH 24, 2025

Hope Community Church
2390 Lake St, Niles, MI

Program: Learn about Isabella Grace, the new retreat venue in Dowagiac.
They will be vending before and after the meeting.

PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS

I really like watching the Great British Bake-Off! Their Challenges include Showing Your Own
Skills, a Technical Challenge, and the Show-Stopper. Our quilting challenges can be just like
this! Last year, our Guild Challenge was to show your own best with a “Sewing” quilt. This year
is a technical challenge, a two-color quilt with lots of points and lots of repeating motifs. I hope
you are joining the Challenge! It can be any size, which includes anything from one block to a

king-size quilt. I’'m adding a special touch to mine within the borders!
Sally

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Nominations will be open beginning in April. Anyone can nominate anyone, with their permission, or volunteer
for any of the offices. They should talk with the Nomination Committee; Annette Blaschuk and Sue Counts. The
slate of prospective officers will be printed in the June and July Newsletters and elections will be held at the
August meeting.

“PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW UPDATES

BOUTIQUE: We hope you are making things for the Boutique or intend to. For new members, the boutique is
an area where you can sell items you’ve made. You set the price, put labels on them and volunteers set up the
boutique and handle the sales. You get 85% of the proceeds and the guild keeps 15%. Some ideas of things to
make: Potholders, Placemats, Bags, Totes, Aprons, Pincushions, Mug Rugs, Table Toppers, Table Runners,
Quilt tops or Quilts, and Children’s items. Plus you can make art related to quilting such as notecards and
pictures. We can take payments using Square which allows people to use credit and debit cards. This means
impulse buys are quite possible!

We are looking for new items. This is not a venue for used or recycled items. You can donate those items to the
Flea Market if you wish. Items of vintage or antique value may be acceptable. We are hopeful that all items,
whether new or antique, are quilting/sewing related.

FLEA MARKET: Please start collecting items to put in the Flea Market. These items are donations and the
guild keeps the proceeds. The people purchasing these items give whatever amount they choose so nothing
needs to be marked with a price making the work minimal. MANY MANY THANKS to Jenny Chapla who is
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storing the items that have already been donated. Her work has not been minimal. She has been taking home
anything from the Free Table each month that is left at the end of the evening. At the September meeting, we
will “STUFF” her car with things and there will be no Free Table at the meeting. You can also bring items
directly to the Flea during Quilt Show Setup Day.

SILENT AUCTION: Traditionally we have done a fundraiser for a charity by having a Silent Auction at the
Quilt Show. The charity will be chosen later this spring. Please consider making a small wallhanging table
topper or tablerunner for this auction. We are asking for fairly small items, nothing huge. In the past, holiday
items have sold well including Halloween and Christmas.

QUILT RETREAT AT CAMP AMIGO

Plans are in place and we’re getting ready to go!

Things to know: You can get into the sewing area on Thursday, March 27 AFTER 12 noon. The bedrooms will
be available at 3 PM. We need to be out before noon on Sunday.

There are refrigerators available that you can put snacks in. You are welcome to bring snacks to share and/or
just for yourself. There are coffee makers in common areas so that you can have coffee whenever you wish. You
can also bring drinks. It’s OK to bring a small iron and ironing mat. There will be both ironing and cutting
stations in the room. There are also walking trails so you may want to bring hiking shoes.

We will have a “Sale by Owner” table where you can put things you’d like to sell. Maybe you have a kit you no
longer want to make but hope someone else will buy from you. Be sure to put your name on it and a price.
We will also have a “Give & Take” table with stuff you just want to get rid of, no price desired.

LEGIT KITS WORKSHOP WITH DANA ALTMAN - TUESDAY,

MAY 27

We are limited to 20 people in the workshop so the first people to pay the $35 fee will
hold their spots. We would like to get a firm number at the March meeting but will
continue to sign people up as long as there is room. The form is attached with this
newsletter and paper copies will be available at the meeting. You can EITHER order your
own kit through the LegitKits website, or do it through the club. Beth will send the orders
in late April using the 10% coupon. If you prefer to order your own, you will want to wait
until Beth gets that coupon code and shares it. An email will be sent notifying all members once she has it but
the code may only be given to those who are signed up and have paid for the workshop.

Sally found a gorgeous Cherrywood Legit Poppy kit using hand dyed Cherrywood fabrics online. It’s not
through LegitKits so there is no discount and she has already ordered it. If you’re curious, you can see it here:
https://cherrywoodfabrics.com/products/poppy-quilt-legit-kit

CHALLENGE QUILT

The 6' set of directions is included with this month’s newsletter. Printed copies will also be available at the
meeting. NOTE: You can make any size piece for the Challenge in August. If a whole quilt is not in your cards,
make one block or a few blocks for a hanging or tablerunner. It’s your choice! A particular size is not a
requirement.
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SIT AND SEW WORKSHOP: SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 10:00 — 3:00
Be sure to stop by the Selvage Project display at our March
guild meeting. Jody and Glenda will be there to show project
samples and have supply lists so you can come to the
workshop with everything you need to finish the project of
your choice. Patterns will be available at the April Sit and
Sew.

Whether you work on a selvage project or your own project,
do signup for the Sit and Sew, so Jody and Glenda can have
enough tables and chairs set up. Bring your lunch and a drink and enjoy sewing
with your friends!

CHARITY QUILTS AND PORT PILLOWS

Our pieced tops are outnumbering our finished quilts by a mile! We really need
volunteers to finish some of these quilts! No fancy quilting is required!! Simple
straightline stitching is very effective and is welcomed. The guild supplies the
batting and backing, too. Please talk to Annette if you’d like to give it a try.

Kay Collins says thank you for the cards. They are very much appreciated. 600
flannel hearts and a number blankets were delivered to NICU recently. Cindy and
Karen have been taking them for her and will continue to do so.

THE FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES ARE ATTACHED.
It looks like we hit the jackpot, but much of the money in our checking account right now is the retreat money.
We will go back to normal after Beth pays the retreat center.

Treasurer’s Report - February 2025

2/1/2025 - Overall Beginning Balance $ 6,380.83
INCOME:
Retreat $ 718.00
LegitKits Workshop $ 155.77
EXPENSES
Stamps for newsletters $ 73.00
Raffle license for quilt show $ 15.00
2/28/2025 - Checking Account Balance: $ 7,166.60
Savings Account Balance: $ 5,346.59
Overall Ending Balance $ 12,513.19

GUILD MEETINGS - 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
6 PM: Check in & social hour
7 PM: Business Meeting, Show & Tell, Program
e March 24: Learn about Isabella Grace, the new retreat venue in Dowagiac.
e April 28: Carol Fogel Grant with the Churn Dash Trunk Show “One Block at a Time”
e May 27: (May 26 is Memorial Day so the meeting will be on Tuesday) Dana Altman with Legit Kits
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June 23: To be determined

July 28: CJ Spensley with a Dear Jane Trunk Show

August 25: End of Membership Year “Picnic” and Challenge Reveals.

September 22: Deb Strain — Fabric designer for over 27 years. She will show how her hand drawn and
hand painted artwork evolves into a fabric line from Moda. She will share her most recent work. Deb
will also share 20 to 30 of her quilts made over the years from her fabrics. She will also have various
items with her designs to vend.

October 27: Quilt Show Ribbon winners are asked to bring their quilts & ribbons to show.

November 24: To be determined

No meeting or newsletter in December

SIT & SEW/WORKSHOP MEETING DATES

Get the dates on your calendar now! Details will be provided as the dates approach. These dates or details could
change as the time gets nearer so always check the most recent newsletter for current information. Bring your
lunch and a drink as well as sewing supplies.

March — No Sit & Sew. The retreat is this month.

April 26 — Jody Crandall and Glenda — Selvage Projects

May 27 — Legit Kits workshop with Dana Altman at Sew Happy. (The church meeting space is not
available during the day that Tuesday.)

June 21 — Host & Hostess: Gene and Lista.

July & August — No Sit & Sews

September 20 — Hostess: Sara Shrock

October — No Sit & Sew. The quilt show is this month.

November 22 — Lynn Gerard — Bag Making

December — No Sit & Sew

QUILTING INSPIRATION

Jody shared this information about paper patterns for quilting borders. You can find out more information here:
https://www.quiltingmadeeasy.com/borders-made-easy/

Note from Beth — I recently saw a student at Sew Unique by Jackie use this to do the borders on her quilt. It
worked very well! Jackie sells it, and likely other member’s stores do too.

BORDERS MADE EASY®

MNow, machine quilting is easy. Beginning and
experienced quilters can get perfect results every
time using these tear away patterns. Each
continuous border design adjusts easily To fit the
length and width of your borders.

Thread baste quilt layers then position the pattern
on your quilt using the repositionable adhesive strips
on The back, stitch Through the paper following the
design lines Then tear the paper away.

MNote: Most of the patterns can be ‘echoed’ for a
better fit in a wider border.
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Accomplish Quilting — Longarm Quilting Classes in April
Accomplish Quilting is hosting Karen Arnold, a HandiQuilter National Educator April 3-5, 2025. The class
includes Fundamentals, Free-Motion Quilting, Pro-Stitcher Principles and Ruler Quilting. For more

information, see this link: https://www.accomplishquilting.com/handi-quilter-machines.html or call the store at
256-556-2552.

Happy Birthday to Our Members!

Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect.

MARCH APRIL
1 — Sara Shrock 10 — Arlene Lehman
9 — Pam Holt 10 — Cindy Mehaney
10 — Angela Longieliere 21 — Eugene Hubbard
12 — Kay Collins 23 — Sue Glossinger
14 — Judy Earnst 29 — Gloria Britton

19 — Marianne Davis
21 — Kelly Robison
23 — Julie Koch

MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS
Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the
Guild. Her address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell)

Kay Collins is continuing to heal and will appreciate your cards and notes. Her address is 52691 Lilac Rd,
South Bend, IN 46628

Kris Warmoth has had a bout of bad health and would surely enjoy cards from our members. Her address is 120
E 16th St, Mishawaka, IN 46544.

PUBLIC EVENTS
HOPES AND DREAMS QUILT CHALLENGE FOR ALS

Make a 45”’x 60 or bigger quilt to be donated to a great cause. It might be given to an ALS patient or used to
raise money for the cause. You can enter one or more quilts in the contest to win prizes. And all kinds of quilts
and blankets are accepted including tied quilts and knitted or crotcheted blankets which are given to patients.
They are due by July 31. Go to https://quiltersdreambatting.com/hopesanddreams/ for more information about
this opportunity.

QUILTERS HALL OF FAME

926 Washington Street, Marion, IN. Tuesday — Saturday, 10am — 4pm

“In Process” February 18 — May 3, 2025

Barbara Triscari embraces the concept of “process” as much as the final product. For her, quilting is not just
about creating something visually compelling, but also about the learning along the journey with all the
imperfect, evolving steps that lead to a finished piece.
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MARCH

INDIANA HERITAGE QUILT SHOW

This friendly quilt show is held in Bloomington, IN. They offer three fun days of workshops. Instructors are

Linda Hahn, Tara Miller, Catherine Redford, Cindy Seitz-Krug and Karen K Stone. The featured artist is textile
artist Sue Cortese.

March 6-8, 2025, Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-4

Monroe Convention Center, 302 South College Avenue, Bloomington, Indiana 47403
Admission $10 for one day or $20 for all 3 days.

https://www.ihgs.org/

All of our member quilt shops are participating in
the Stir-Crazy Shop Hop: Julie of Quilted Oak
Leaf, Robin of Robin’s Nest, and Dale and Shaun

of Sew Happy. It’s going on right now!

2025 Stir-Crazy Shop Hop
et I i f ]

And the masses shall gather...before npening hours!
Friday March 7" through Sunday March 16™

= There are 22 shops participating. Use your cell phone 1o take a
picture of the QR-Codes below.

= At your first stop, purchase a Passport for $5.00.

= You may pre-purchase Passports at many of the shops.

* Passport holders will receive special discounts or exclusive sales.
= Join us on Facebook.

-
e

This QR-Code will take FOLLOW us on

you 1o a map showing all facebook.com,/groups/ stircrazyshophop
participating locations

This event coincides with )
National Quilting Day ¥ '..-_r'
on Saturday, March 15, 2025 ’_.-,',F': ]

APRIL
Kokomo Piecemakers Quilt Show
There will be quilts to see, vendors and more.
April 11 & 12,2025  Friday 9-5 & Saturday 9-4
Location: UAW Local 685, 929 E Hoffer, St, Kokomo, IN
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MAY

2ND ANNUAL QUILT WALK

Creative Passions Quilt Shop sponsors this quilt walk.
May 1, 2, and 3. Thursday and Friday from 11-5 p.m. and

Saturday 11-3 p.m.

Passports are available for $5 at Riverfront Grill, 128 N. Front
St., Chesaning, and Trinity United Methodist Church, 1629 W.

Brady St., Chesaning.

More information is available on Facebook at Creative Passions

Quilt Walk.

Patchers at the Lakeshore (PALS) Quilt Show —

Threads of Friendship

More than 150 quilts on display, top regional vendors, a beautiful
quilt will be raftled, bed turnings, a quilt boutique and Challenge

Quilts on display.

ALL INDIANA SHOP HOP

Buy the magazine at a participating shop.
It has your prize passport and a map
showing all of the shops. You can win
prizes by visiting all the shops in a
region, or a grand prize for visiting every
shop in the state! Visit the Facebook
page for more information.

May 1 — June 30, 2025

You can preorder the magazine right now
at Sew Unique by Jackie, Stitch in
Thyme and Stone Soup Batiks.

May 16 & 17,2025 - 10 am-5 pm
The Salvation Army Building, 1221 Shonat St, Muskegon, MI
Admission: $5 www.PALSquiltguild.org https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064455949109

JUNE & JULY

an

-
[ B

Q,,-/ (" Fiber Exper'\ef‘oe

A Rob Appell Experience!
A Bl June 4-8, 2025

- ‘/ Das Dutchman

Essenhaus Inn &
Wednesday, June 4 F

Conference Center
7:00pm *
*“Quilts from the Seaand |
Beyond” A Trunk Show

of Quilts and stories!

wumes_@ Thursday, June 5

e 2:00am-4:00pm

W ‘Double Tumbler” Strip
Quilt Workshop

———

wmaws @ Friday, June 6

-z 9:00am-4:00pm
.“ -

X “Super 60 Sampler”
B9 Ouilt Workshop

More information and
tickets:

[5]#4a [w]
elkhartquiltfiber.org [E]

Website and QR code will be active on
March 10, 2025

A ROB APPELL EXPERIENCE

Tickets can be purchased now using this website: https://elkhartquiltfiber.org/

information.

Service.

ALL MICHIGAN SHOP HOP

Buy the magazine at a participating shop. It has
your prize passport and a map showing all of the
shops. You can win prizes by visiting all the
shops in a region, or a grand prize for visiting
every shop in the state! Visit the website for more

You can preorder the magazine at Robin’s Nest,
Quilted Oak Leaf and Sew Happy Sales &

June 1 —July 31, 2025
https://allmichiganshophop.com/
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One Stop Quilt Shop Hop — with 25 vendors

w July 18 & 19, 2025, Friday 9-5,

Mark your calendar for 2025... Saturday 9-3

P . Honeywell Center, 275 West Marke
Ong Stop Quilt Shop Rop neRA1S. 16992

St, State Rd 15, Wabash, IN 46992
Friday July 18th & Saturday July 19th Admission $7.00
HONEYWELL CENTER ~ Wabash, IN

www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-
hop.htm, or on Facebook at
For more info...
visit our FACEROOK PAGE:

“the original One Stop Quilt Shop Hop”

.5, WEBSITE: www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-
shop-hop.htm
or
PHONE: 260-563-3505

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?1d=100070157135971

SEPTEMBER

Quilting at the Crossroads — Quilters Guild of Indianapolis
350+ quilts, judged and non-judged. Featured artist details coming soon. A Holiday Stars raffle ticket will be
available.
September 19 & 20, 19" 10-6, 20 10-4
Indiana State Fairgrounds AG/Hort Building, 1202 E 38t St, Indianapolis, IN 46205
Admission $10, Parking $10 per car
https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow

Fort Wayne Quilt Fest 2025
30,000 square feet quilt exhibition, vendors and classes. Also vintage airplanes and cars can be viewed.
September 26 & 27, 2025, 10 am — 6 pm both days
Kruse Plaza Kruse Hanger, 5634 Opportunity Blvd, Auburn, IN 46706
1 day admission - $15, 2-day admission - $20
https://www.fwquiltfest.com/

OCTOBER

Fall in Love with Quilting — Heritage Quilters of Crown Point, IN
On Saturday at 10:30 a.m. — A Contemporary Bed Turning by Guild Member Jill B. will take place.
On Sunday at 12:30 p.m. — A Trunk Show by Guild Member Kay O. will take place.
There will also be vendors, quilt raffle (Edyta Sitar’s Alaska Rainbow quilt), basket raffles, door prizes, and
over 150 quilts and quilted items on display!
October 4 & 5, 2025 — 10 am — 4 pm both days
Lake County Fair Grounds, 889 S Court St, Crown Point, IN
Admission $5, under 12 free
https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620
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Going to Pieces - Capital City Quilt Guild
October 10 & 11, 2025, 10 am — 4 pm both days
Ingham County Fairgrounds, Main Arena, 700 E Ash St, Mason, MI
https://capitalcityquilteuild.org/index.php

OUR “PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW

Setup on Thursday October 23 — Please plan to help for at least a couple hours! Quilts will be dropped off that
day as well with details to come.

Show: Friday & Saturday, October 24 and 25.

Clean up starts immediately after the show and lots of help will be needed!

Hope Community Church, 2390 Lake St, Niles MI

Board Members
Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.
Sally Hanson - President.............cccoeeveeveenennnee. (574) 339-2475, sallyannehan@aol.com
Robin English — Vice President ........................ (269) 663-3303, RobinsNestQuilts@aol.com
Beth Raker — Treasurer & Newsletter Editor....(574) 220-0116. bethraker@gmail.com
Melody VanLue - Secretary........... .cccceueeennn. 269-876-7276, gerryandmelodyv(@gmail.com

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month
except we do not meet in December.

Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are
$30 per year and the year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues.
Dues are also prorated for new members by the half year. So any new members joining
in August through January pay full dues, but in February through July will pay half dues.

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com Password: fourflags
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild

Charity Quilt Sizes Needed:

These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted.
The two sizes we give most are:

40x56 for baby quilts and

60x72 for cancer and infusion patients.

We also need:
e St. Margaret’s House: Twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger.
e Wheelchair lap quilts: About 30x30 up to 40x40.
e NICU: 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s appreciated to have flannel on the back to
make them especially soft as they are used to cover the babies as they leave the hospital so that their

eyes aren’t hurt by the bright lights.
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e NICU: 40x40 blankets to cover the Isolettes.

e NICU: Flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and babies to carry the

scent for comfort. Each mother needs four.

e Port pillows — used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo or after other surgeries. Let
Beth or Sue Counts know if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at
meetings. The directions are also available on our website. We are making a larger size than we did at

one time as it seems to be preferred.

ADVERTISEMENTS
Quilt and sewing related “ads” are welcomed. Be sure to get information to Beth Raker at
bethraker(@gmail.com by the first week of each month. Newsletters are sent out on or near the 12th of the
month. WORDING your ad the way you want it to look in the newsletter is greatly appreciated. Read it as you
pretend to be someone who knows nothing about it and see if it makes sense!

Pfaff Smarter 260c
Computerized Sewing
Machine for SALE by
Carole Partlow - $350
, Beth Raker is taking
calls for Carole, so call
Beth at 574-220-0116
if interested. Includes a

smarter
o

hard cover.

This video gives a great overview of the machine:
#1 Pick for a Machine under $600
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q50WJssK0oY

This is an excellent traveling machine having most
of the features a quilter or sewist likes. The video
above shows sewing a blue jeans hem as well as a
rolled edge on very thin material are sewn. It even
has a one-step buttonhole — put a button in the foot
and it sizes the hole for you. And it includes the
blanket stitch for applique.

It weighs 13 pounds.

Brother
Pacesetter PS100
- 875

Also being sold by
Carole Partlow.
Contact Beth
Raker at 574-220-
0116 if interested.

i A, N e G

Good basic machine for someone who wants a simple
machine or one that is light enough to easily take to
Sit & Sews. If you look really hard at the picture you
can see the fabric sample Beth made when checking
to be sure it works well. It does not have a case.

It weighs 14.5 pounds.

You can see a description at https://www.brother-
usa.com/products/ps100
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