NILES PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD
NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2025

NEXT MEETING: JUNE 23, 2025

Hope Community Church
2390 Lake St, Niles, MI

Program: Members’ 1% Quilts

PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS

Yay! Summer is here! How are you enjoying the summer? Will you put quilting aside for visits to children and
grandchildren? Will you plant a garden or go on vacation? I hope whatever you do, you are refreshed and
inspired to continue your quilting journey! I hope you have happy days!

Sally

JUNE MEETING - MEMBERS’ 15T QUILTS TRUNK SHOW

Do you still have the first quilt you made? Or a quilt that your mother or grandmother made? What is the story
behind it? We will have a Member’s Program titled My First Quilt on June 23, when you could share your story
about your First Quilt, the reason you took up our hobby, and what you have learned since you started. Let Sally
Hanson or Beth Raker know if you have a story and a quilt to share. We are looking for 3-5 members to show
their quilts! If you don’t have the first quilt, any early project would be welcomed.

JUNE PRE-FLEA FABRIC SALE — OPPORTUNITY!!!!

Bring cash, checks, or credit cards (Square will be available).

For the first time, we will hold a Flea-style sale before and after the July meeting. We have received a large
donation of quilt store quality fabric yardage with many beautiful colors and patterns and want members to have
first pick. Like at the Quilt Show Flea, donate what you wish for the fabrics you choose. You can “shop” both
before and after the meeting. Jennie would love to have nothing left to carry back home to store until October.

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS

According to the bylaws, the election will be held in August. An opportunity will be provided for nominations
from the floor before the vote is held. The results shall be by a plurality of votes cast.
The nominations are:

President: Sally Hanson

Vice-President: Melody VanLue

Secretary: Pam Holt

Treasurer: Beth Raker

2026 RETREAT AT AMIGO CENTRE

Next year’s retreat will be held on March 18 — 21; Wednesday — Saturday. The consensus was that it was
preferable to avoid Sunday. This year’s retreat was such a success that there are only 4 spots left! If you want to
be sure to reserve one of them, give a $20 deposit check to Sue Counts.
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“PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW UPDATES - OCTOBER 23, 24, & 25

We will have volunteer sign up sheets at the August and September meetings with plenty of spaces for signing
up to help. Mark your calendar now and keep the dates open to help!

A partial overview of jobs includes:
Setup on Thursday
Tear down on Saturday
Work as staff at the Admission table, Boutique, Raffle Quilt ticket sales, Silent Auction, Flea Market, or
White Gloves (wear white gloves, remind people not to touch and show backs at request.) The White
Gloves job is particularly fun as you get to talk to our audience and point out interesting things about our
quilts to them and/or answer questions. Most of these jobs include sitting down some or most of the
time.

We will need you! This is a big event and all hands are necessary to make it run smoothly.

RAFFLE TICKETS - Please think about opportunities you might have to sell Raffle Tickets as you go about
your quilting life. Will you be somewhere that would lend itself to this opportunity? You can borrow the quilt to
show if you like and the guild has a portable quilt rack that can be used for this purpose. Talk to Sally or Sue!

BOUTIQUE: We hope you are making items to sell in the boutique! The items you sell profit both yourself and
the guild. You determine the price of the item but keep in mind that the guild will keep 15% of it.

FLEA MARKET: There will be no Free Table at the August & September meetings. Instead, we will STUFF
Jenny’s car. You can also bring items directly to the Flea during Quilt Show Setup Day. Please do not bring
magazines. They have not sold in the past and are quite heavy for us to dispose of afterwards. Start collecting
now! It’s also a huge help if you organize small things a bit. For example: put small scraps in a zip lock bag and
if you have a lot, you might organize by color or size.

SILENT AUCTION: Please consider making a small wall hanging, table topper or table runner for this
auction. We are asking for small items, nothing huge. In the past, holiday items sold well including Halloween
and Christmas items. The money made at this auction will be given to a charity. We will vote for our choice at
the July meeting.

CHALLENGE QUILT

The 9'" set of directions is included with this month’s newsletter. This is the next to last set and shows how to
assemble the blocks. Nearly there!! Again — you can make any size including something like a table runner
using the block.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - FROM ANNETTE BLASCHUK

I need someone to take over the storage of the quilt guild fabric and the making of kits. I will keep everything
until August. We will deliver all the totes and supplies to whomever. Also, after the quilt show in October we
will need someone to be in charge of storing the quilt rack trailer and the drapes. Rick and I are traveling a lot
over the next year or so and I cannot commit to continue as keeper of the guild stuff. It is time for a new person
to take over. I have been doing it for 10 years.
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Just to explain to you. Our oldest daughter is going to Sweden for two years and we will be on call for her two
children/great grands for that time and we are going over for a visit also. This is our 50th anniversary year and
we are planning a year of trips together, starting in September.

Note from Beth — Annette says she plans to stay active in our group when she’s in town but can't manage when
tasks when she'll often be away. We need at least two people: one to store fabric and supplies, and another for
the quilt rack trailer and drapes. The trailer is loaded with racks and can be kept outside. The drapes need to be
stored indoors. We could possibly also divide the fabric into two or three parts: one to store the piecing fabrics,
and another to store the large pieces for backing and the batting to be used in quilting. In addition to fabric,
there are two tubs of supplies we use at Sit & Sews and workshops which include the ironing station, cutting
station and power strips.

If you have questions, are thinking about it or are ready to volunteer, please contact Annette at 269-845-6005
(cell.)

AQS QUILTWEEK 2025 QUILT SHOW IN GRAND RAPIDS — AUGUST 20-23

The bus trip is held in the years we DO NOT have a quilt show, so none is being planned this year. However,
Beth is willing to collect money and purchase tickets at the group rate, if enough people are interested. She will
have a sign-up sheet at the meeting this month, plus we can discuss it during New Business. We need to have 25
people to get the group rate. It will cost $11 for a one-day ticket to the show. It can be used on any day, and
you’ll find your own way there. Beth will need to finalize the list and collect the money at the July meeting.

One day tickets are normally $15 each (with member of AQS getting a special price of $12. They are good for
one day between August 20 — 23. Hours are 9-5 on Wednesday-Friday and 9-4 on Saturday. More information
can be found here: https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/homepage

THE MAY MEETING MINUTES ARE ATTACHED.

Treasurer’s Report - May 2025

5/1/2025 - Overall Beginning Balance $ 5,338.52
INCOME:
LegitKits Workshop - Fees and Kit Payments $ 173222
Dues $ 75.00
2026 Retreat Deposits $ 50.00
Raffle Tickets $ 220.00
Quilt Show Vendor Fees $ 200.00
EXPENSES
Dana Altman - May Program and LegitKits Workshop $ 611.00
LegitKits Workshop - Kits for participants $ 195750
5/31/2025 - Checking Account Balance: $ 1,720.51
Savings Account Balance: $ 3,346.79
Overall Ending Balance $ 5,067.30
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GUILD MEETINGS - 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
6 PM: Check in & social hour
7 PM: Business Meeting, Show & Tell, Program
Members’ 1% Quilts & PreFlea - Notify Sally or Beth if you’re willing to share. This doesn’t
have to be your actual first quilt. It can be an early quilt or one you believe will be interesting to show
and talk a bit about. See the message from Sally on the first page of this newsletter. There is also a Pre-
Flea fabric sale before and after this meeting.

e July 28: CJ Spensley with a Dear Jane Trunk Show

e August 25: End of Membership Year “Picnic” and Challenge Reveals. Secret Pal Reveals

e September 22: Deb Strain — Fabric designer for over 27 years. She will show how her hand drawn and
hand painted artwork evolves into a fabric line from Moda. She will share her most recent work. Deb
will also share 20 to 30 of her quilts made over the years from her fabrics. She will also have various
items with her designs to vend. (We will also stuff Jenny’s car for the Flea Market)
Members come for free, of course, but visitors will be charged $10. We are sharing fliers with quilt
shops and neighboring quilt guilds.

e October 27: Quilt Show Winners’ Circle - Ribbon winners are asked to show their quilts & ribbons

e November 24: To be determined

e No meeting or newsletter in December

SIT & SEW/WORKSHOP MEETING DATES

Get the dates on your calendar now! Details will be provided as the dates approach. These dates or details could
change as the time gets nearer so always check the most recent newsletter for current information. Bring your
lunch and a drink as well as sewing supplies.

e June 21 — Hosts: Gene and Lista.

e July & August — No Sit & Sews

e September 20 — Host: Sara Shrock

e October — No Sit & Sew. The quilt show is this month.

e November 22 — Lynn Gerard — Wallet Class — Information about supplies will be shared ahead of time.

e December — No Sit & Sew

Happy Birthday to Our Members!

Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect.

JUNE JULY
7 — Brenda Allison 8 — Grace Cronin
9 — Cheri Rissman 13 — Marilu Franks
15 — Kim Barnes 17 — Virginia Kraft
22 — Kim Clark 19 — Connie Gless
26 — Cathy Stair 20 — Carolyn Ernsperger

21 — Melody VanLue
23 — Deborah Brechtel
24 — Barbara Chestovich
26 — Stephanie Anders
27 — Laurie Fenske
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NEW MEMBER - WELCOME!

Mary Ann Jackson ~ Home: 269-683-2866, Cell: 574-329-0521
2908 S. Third St., Niles, M1 49120

Imjackson66(@comcast.net

Birthday: Mar 31

MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS
Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the
Guild. Her address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell)

PUBLIC EVENTS

THE QUILTED TURTLE HOSTS QUILT RETREATS

in Chesaning, Michigan and in Alanson, Michigan. These retreats are in September, October and November.
This link takes you to her schedule and information about the retreats: https://quiltedturtle.com/quilt-retreats/

JUNE & JULY
NOBLE NIMBLE THIMBLES 2025 ALL INDIANA SHOP HOP -
QUILT SHOW & MARKET MAY & JUNE

June4-6 9 AM—5PM - W-Th-F, 9 AM —noon Sat June 7 | BUY the maga‘zine at a participating shop.
It has your prize passport and a map

Suggested donation $5 _
Rome City United Methodist Church, 297 Washington St, Rome showing all F)f the shops. It also has 6
City, IN 46784 (near Caroline’s Cottage Cottons) excellent quilt patterns.

Raffle Tickets for Charity Quilt —4 for $5 or $1 each o o
You can win prizes by visiting at least 5

shops, OR all the shops in a region, OR a

ALL MICHIGAN SHOP HOP - grand prize for visiting every shop in the
JUNE & JULY state! Visit the Facebook page for more
Buy the magazine at a participating shop. It has information.
your prize passport and a map showing all of the May 1 —June 30, 2025
shops.
Magazines are locally available at Sew
You can win prizes by visiting at least 5 shops, Unique by Jackie, Stitch in Thyme and
OR all the shops in a region, OR a grand prize for Stone Soup Batiks. (And other places,
visiting every shop in the state! Visit the too.)
Facebook page for more information. https://www.facebook.com/groups/allindi
anashophop

You can buy the magazine locally at Robin’s
Nest, Quilted Oak Leaf and Sew Happy Sales &
Service.

June 1 — July 31, 2025
https://allmichiganshophop.com/
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Mark your calendar for 2025...

Ong Stop Quili Shop Rop
Friday July 18th & Saturday July 19th
HONEYWELL CENTER ~ Wabash, IN

For more info...
visit our FACEBOOK PAGE:
“the original One Stop Quilt Shop Hop”

One Stop Quilt Shop Hop —
with 25 vendors

July 18 & 19, 2025, Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-3

Honeywell Center, 275 West Market
St, State Rd 15, Wabash, IN 46992

.5, WEBSITE: www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-
shop-hop.htm
or
PHONE: 260-563-3505

Admission $7.00
www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-
hop.htm, or on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?1d=100070157135971

AUGUST
River Bend Quilt Guild Quilt Show
August 14 — 9 am-7 pm, August 15 — 9 am-5 pm, Septemberl6 — 9 am-4 pm
Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Library, 209 Lincolnway East, Mishawaka, IN
FREE and open to the Public!

SEPTEMBER

Quilting at the Crossroads — Quilters Guild of Indianapolis
350+ quilts, judged and non-judged. Featured artist details coming soon. A Holiday Stars raffle ticket will be
available.
September 19 & 20, 19" 10-6, 20" 10-4
Indiana State Fairgrounds AG/Hort Building, 1202 E 38" St, Indianapolis, IN 46205
Admission $10, Parking $10 per car
https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow

“Walk in the Wilderness” Quilt Show
Nimble Thimbles Quilt Club
September 19 3-8 PM & September 20 9 AM — 3 PM
Johnson County Fairgrounds, Franklin, IN
Admission (cash only) $10 advanced sale, $12 at door (both days), Saturday $5 at door
Friday 6 PM, speaker — Claudia Lash
Members Quilts on Display
Quilting Vendors, “Treasure Chest” Sale Table, Food to Purchase — Saturday only
Ticket information: Call Vera 931-337-2180, Jan 317-965-6433
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Fort Wayne Quilt Fest 2025
30,000 square feet quilt exhibition, vendors and classes. Also vintage airplanes and cars can be viewed.
September 26 & 27, 2025, 10 am — 6 pm both days
Kruse Plaza Kruse Hanger, 5634 Opportunity Blvd, Auburn, IN 46706
1 day admission - $15, 2-day admission - $20
https://www.fwquiltfest.com/

OCTOBER

Fall in Love with Quilting — Heritage Quilters of Crown Point, IN
On Saturday at 10:30 a.m. — A Contemporary Bed Turning by Guild Member Jill Ball will take place.
On Sunday at 12:30 p.m. — A Trunk Show by Guild Member Kay O. will take place.
There will also be vendors, a quilt raffle (Edyta Sitar’s Alaska Rainbow quilt), basket raffles, door prizes, and
over 150 quilts and quilted items on display!
October 4 & 5, 2025 — 10 am — 4 pm both days
Lake County Fair Grounds, 889 S Court St, Crown Point, IN
Admission $5, under 12 free
https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620

Going to Pieces - Capital City Quilt Guild
October 10 & 11, 2025, 10 am — 4 pm both days
Ingham County Fairgrounds, Main Arena, 700 E Ash St, Mason, MI
https://capitalcityquiltguild.org/index.php

OUR “PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW

Setup on Thursday October 23 — Please plan to help for at least a couple hours! Quilts will be dropped off that
day as well with details to come.

Show: Friday & Saturday, October 24 and 25.

Clean up starts immediately after the show and lots of help will be needed!

Hope Community Church, 2390 Lake St, Niles MI

Board Members
Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.

Sally Hanson - President.............cccceeeeriienennne. (574) 339-2475, sallyannehan@aol.com
Robin English — Vice President ........................ (269) 663-3303, RobinsNestQuilts@aol.com
Beth Raker — Treasurer & Newsletter Editor....(574) 220-0116. bethraker@gmail.com
Melody VanLue - Secretary........... ................ 269-876-7276, gerryandmelodyv(@gmail.com

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month
except we do not meet in December.
Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are
$30 per year and the year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues.

Dues are also prorated for new members by the half year. So any new members joining
in August through January pay full dues, but in February through July will pay half dues.

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com Password: fourflags
Facebook: www. facebook.com/Niles PiecemakersQuiltGuild
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Charity Quilt Sizes Needed:

These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted.
The two sizes we give most are:

40x56 for baby quilts and
60x72 for cancer and infusion patients.

We also need:

St. Margaret’s House: Twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger.

Wheelchair lap quilts: About 30x30 up to 40x40.

NICU: 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s appreciated to have flannel on the back to
make them especially soft as they are used to cover the babies as they leave the hospital so that their
eyes aren’t hurt by the bright lights.

NICU: 40x40 blankets to cover the Isolettes.

NICU: Flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and babies to carry the
scent for comfort. Each mother needs four.

Port pillows — used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo or after other surgeries. Let
Beth or Sue Counts know if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at
meetings. The directions are also available on our website. We are making a larger size than we did at
one time as it seems to be preferred.

ADVERTISEMENT

Quilt and sewing related “ads” are welcomed. Be sure to get information to Beth Raker at
bethraker(@gmail.com by the first week of each month. Newsletters are sent out on or near the 12th of the
month. WORDING your ad the way you want it to look in the newsletter is greatly appreciated. Read it as you
pretend to be someone who knows nothing about it and see if it makes sense!

table for maximum positioning. It comes with a
cutting board and the ironing mat. It has a remote
control. Sale price of $1600 which is less than half
the price of a new one. Contact Annette at 269-845-
6005 (cell.)

Note from Beth: I have this table and love it. If I had
room for a second one, | would buy this one in a
minute!!

FOR SALE BY ANNETTE BLASCHUK: P—
e Ultimate Workstation
The Martelli Workstation
. . . Quilters need a premium workstation, as do all itioners e
A Martelli Advantage Workstation in excellent ‘M"g;";‘;"";f's";;-'t°“':°'*";"°",‘;fg§::§s:’;"“ i
- A . . somf.vc of your une.' at’s why we e.veo irtelli series
working condition and comes with the cutting mat. Tt | = gideesevonsaions S sdusabehsatiotivo s ;
is 28” x 55” and has six electrical positions to raise ottty o g oAt et
and lower the height from 30” to 46” or to tilt the periormance Ty s bt o st s

duty aluminum reinforced frame and smooth 3/4” thick pol
(HDPE) work surface/side panels. Electric d leg-lifts ensure
smooth and quiet operation.
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