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NILES PIECEMAKERS QUILT GUILD 

NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild    

 

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY FEBRUARY 24, 2025 

Hope Community Church 
2390 Lake St, Niles, MI 

 

Program: Julie Koch - Making Art Quilts Without Having to Actually be an Artist 

 

PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS 
Sometimes the end of winter is a hard season to get through. We long for warmer days. But sitting in my chair 

with my cup of tea is nice on these half-way-to-Spring nights. I think about quilts I want to make, plants I want 

to put in my garden, what to make for dinner. Thinking, Loving, Doing. It’s all part of what we are meant to be.  

Be inspired to do well. 

Sally 

 

“PIECES OF LOVE” QUILT SHOW UPDATES 
Date change! Thanks to updated information on the Notre Dame football schedule, we have changed the date to 

October 24 & 25, with Set Up scheduled for October 23. By serendipity this also means that as far as we know, 

no other group is holding a quilt show conflicting with ours that weekend. Annette is working on a floor plan 

for the sanctuary. And we have room for 10 or 11 vendors in the entry way which is well lit with natural light. 

The Flea Market will be in the same place as the last time we met at Hope Community Church. Sue has applied 

for the Raffle License and tickets are being ordered. Also, the bookmarks, posters and postcards have been 

designed and are being ordered. The committee will have its first meeting soon with a lot of these little details 

already accomplished! 

 

Do YOU use Venmo? We set up a Square account for the last quilt show so that we could take payments in the 

Boutique and at the Entry desk and it worked very well. We are certain that we sold more items thanks to its 

availability. It has been suggested that we investigate adding Venmo as an additional option this month. Beth is 

curious about how many people in our guild use it. We will ask this question at the February meeting and get a 

show of hands. Beth would appreciate input from anyone who’s familiar with it. 

 

QUILT RETREAT AT CAMP AMIGO 
The Health Form is being sent with this newsletter. If you are going to the retreat, be sure to fill it out and give it 

to Sue Counts, if you haven’t already. She would appreciate receiving them at the February meeting so that she 

can put this job to bed. 

 
SEPTEMBER MEETING – SPREAD THE WORD TO THE PUBLIC 
When Deb Strain presents at our September 2025 meeting, we would like to have a big crowd. The public will 

be invited to join us for a $10 fee. Your ideas for spreading this information are welcomed and volunteers to 

help with that effort would be appreciated. Melody VanLue is working on a flier about the event. 

http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild
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LEGIT KITS WORKSHOP WITH DANA  ALTMAN – TUESDAY, 

MAY 27 
The workshop will be at Sew Happy as the church meeting room is not available during 

the day. The meeting that evening will be in our usual location at Hope Community 

Church. See the form that is being sent with this newsletter to sign up for this workshop. 

Paper copies will be available at the February, March and April meetings or until the 

workshop is filled. The flier has pictures of quilt kits available. Beth Raker will be 

collecting your forms and money. Note that money for the workshop is due at the March 

meeting and kit orders need to be placed by the April meeting. Your friends and acquaintances are also welcome 

as we need 20 participants to break even. The piece shown here is Beth’s favorite and the one she plans to make.  

 
CHALLENGE QUILT 
The 5th set of directions is included with this month’s newsletter. Printed copies will also be available at the 

meeting. Finished quilts will be shown at the August meeting, so you still have plenty of time to join in the fun. 

 
SIT AND SEW WORKSHOP: SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22, 10:00 – 3:30 
You can work on your Challenge Quilt or bring a project of your own. Beth Raker is a fool for collecting 

specialty rulers so she’s going to bring her collection for you to have a hands on look. She will also tell you 

which ones she uses, and which were a waste of money. Bring your lunch and a drink. Looking forward to 

seeing you soon. If you did not sign up at the meeting, you are still welcome but it’s helpful to let Beth know so 

that we set up enough tables and have space. We currently have 11 people coming. We will start cleaning up at 

3:30 with the intention of being out by 4. Beth’s cell number is 574-220-0116 and texts are fine. 

 

Port pillow patterns and fiberfill will also be available so that making port pillows is an option. 

 

We have 25 new quilt top kits for you to choose from AND members have been so prolific in finishing quilt 

tops, we have more than 50 waiting to be quilted. Annette will have them all ready with top, backing, batting, 

binding and label for you to finish on your domestic sewing machine. Straight line stitching is just fine… 

nothing fancy. If you like to do free motion quilting that’s lovely, too. We need to get these finished and out to 

their new home! 

 

You may already know this, but we want to be sure you do. Friends are welcome to come to Sit & Sew 

Workshops. They do not have to be members of the guild. 

 

SIT AND SEW WORKSHOP: SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 10:00 – 3:00 
At our January meeting, Jody showed a small applique piece she mounted on selvage “fabric”.  At 

this month’s meeting, she and Glenda will be showing selvage projects that can be completed in 

one day as well as a table runner.     

 

Jody and Glenda will continue to share project ideas at our March meeting and you can sign 

up for the workshop.  Supply lists for some of the projects will be available so 

you can come to the April workshop prepared.  Because the concepts of selvage 

sewing are straightforward and the projects suggested are "quickies", the 

workshop will end at 3:00.  
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Start your creative juices flowing by Searching “Fabric Selvages” on Pinterest or YouTube.  You will be amazed 

at what you find. 

 

Don’t think you have enough selvages?  Have no fear, Jody and Glenda have over 4 shopping bags full of them 

for you to use! 

 

See last month’s newsletter for more details on how to cut and collect your selvages. 

 

CHARITY QUILTS AND PORT PILLOWS 
The following charity quilts are being delivered soon: 

• 2 to the infusion center 

• 3 to LifePlan 

• 3 held in reserve as we sometimes get last minute requests 

 

Ladies - we are running low on the large port pillows.  I will have made a delivery by the time you get this 

newsletter and will have little to no port pillows left.  I have some cut that will just need to be sewn and I can 

bring them to the next meeting.  Your help would be greatly appreciated in creating a stock pile.  Any questions 

give Sue Counts a call. 

PS – Beth will bring the pattern and some fiberfill to the February 22nd Sit & Sew in case anyone would like to 

make one or two!

 

IN THE BEND QUILTS OF VALOR  
Our group is blessed to have several sewing groups as well as its members completing quilt tops for our 

veterans.  This has led to a backlog (like 20+ tops!) in getting the tops longarmed. We have around 75 veterans 

on our waiting list so once longarmed the quilt will be bound and presented to a veteran quickly.  If any 

longarmers in our group would like to volunteer their time and talent please let me know so I can bring quilt 

tops, batting and backing to our Sit and Sew on February 22 or meeting on February 24.  Anyone who is 

interested, please reach out to me by email (1892firehouse@gmail.com) or phone/text (574-340-0305).  Your 

help is much appreciated.  Glenda Lamont 

 
 

THE JANUARY MEETING MINUTES ARE ATTACHED. 
 

 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report -  January 2025
1/1/2025 - Overall Beginning Balance

INCOME:

Retreat 5,178.00$       

Dues 60.00$            

Donation 55.00$            

EXPENSES

Batting for Charity Quilts 932.72$          

1/31/2025 - Checking Account Balance: 6,380.83$       

                  Savings Account Balance: 5,346.51$       

  Overall Ending Balance 11,727.34$     

mailto:1892firehouse@gmail.com
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GUILD MEETINGS - 4TH MONDAY OF EACH MONTH  
6 PM: Check in & social hour 

7 PM: Business Meeting, Show & Tell, Program starting at 7 PM. 

• February 24: Julie Koch – Julie plans to talk about "making art quilts without having to actually be an 

artist".  She will show how she designs a quilt and then how she goes about putting them together.  She 

will also do a trunk show.  

• March 24: Learn about Isabella Grace, the new retreat venue in Dowagiac. 

• April 28: Carol Fogel Grant with the Churn Dash Trunk Show “One Block at a Time” 

• May 27: (May 26 is Memorial Day so the meeting will be on Tuesday) Dana Altman with Legit Kits 

• June 23: To be determined 

• July 28: To be determined 

• August 25: End of Membership Year “Picnic” and Challenge Reveals.  

• September 22: Deb Strain – Fabric designer for over 27 years. She will show how her hand drawn and 

hand painted artwork evolves into a fabric line from Moda. She will share her most recent work. Deb 

will also share 20 to 30 of her quilts made over the years from her fabrics. She will also have various 

items with her designs to vend. 

• October 27: Quilt Show Ribbon winners are asked to bring their quilts & ribbons to show.  

• November 24: To be determined 

• No meeting or newsletter in December  

 

SIT & SEW / WORKSHOP MEETING DATES 
Get the dates on your calendar now! Details will be provided as the dates approach. These dates or details could 

change as the time gets nearer so always check the most recent newsletter for current information. Bring your 

lunch and a drink as well as sewing supplies. 

• February 22 – Hostess: Beth. Work on Challenge Quilts or your own project. Make port pillows if you 

like. The pattern and fiberfill will be available. Beth loves specialty rulers and will bring a selection for 

you to see and try. 10 AM to 3:30 PM. 

• March – No Sit & Sew. The retreat is this month. 

• April 26 – Jody Crandall and Glenda – Selvage Projects 

• May 27 – Legit Kits workshop with Dana Altman at Sew Happy. (The church meeting space is not 

available during the day that Tuesday.) 

• June 22 – Host & Hostess: Gene and Lista. 

• July & August – No Sit & Sews 

• September 20 – Hostess: Sara Shrock 

• October – No Sit & Sew. The quilt show is this month. 

• November 21 – Make a Design Board with Sue Counts. Also bring your own project to sew. 

• December – No Sit & Sew 
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Happy Birthday to Our Members! 
Please notify Beth Raker if your birthday is missing or incorrect. 

JANUARY 

1 – Debbie Mummaw 

7 – Julie Farver 

14 – Lista Duren 

23 – Patti Vollmer 

23 – Kathy Hathaway 

30 – Catherine Lindgren 
 

FEBRUARY 

2 – Bettye Green 

2 – Stephanie Savona 

11 – Debbie Givan 

25 – Jan Holdeman 

26 – Annette Blaschuk 

25 – Melissa Adams 

26 – Lola Woolett 

  

 

NEW MEMBERS 
We would like to welcome: 

Gail Gard-Fitzgerald, 574-386-4568 

52051 Myrtle Ave., South Bend, IN 46637 

Gail.gard@yahoo.com 

Birthday: September 22 

 

MEMBER NEWS & CONCERNS  
Please send information to Virginia Kraft if you hear of a member who might appreciate a card from the 

Guild. Her address is 31224 Worrell St, Niles, MI, 49120, or call 574-274+1692 (cell) 
 

Kay Collins is recovering from surgery and will appreciate your cards and notes, but not phone calls. Her 

address is 52691 Lilac Rd, South Bend, IN 46628 

 

PUBLIC EVENTS  

HOPES AND DREAMS QUILT CHALLENGE FOR ALS 
Make a 45”x 60” or bigger quilt to be donated to a great cause. It might be given to an ALS patient or used to 

raise money for the cause. You can enter one or more quilts in the contest to win prizes. And all kinds of quilts 

and blankets are accepted including tied quilts and knitted or crotcheted blankets which are given to patients. 

They are due by July 31.  Go to https://quiltersdreambatting.com/hopesanddreams/ for more information about 

this opportunity. 

__________________________________MARCH__________________________________  

INDIANA HERITAGE QUILT SHOW 

A friendly quilt show held in Bloomington, IN. They offer three fun days of workshops. Instructors are 

Linda Hahn, Tara Miller, Catherine Redford, Cindy Seitz-Krug and Karen K Stone. The featured artist is textile 

artist Sue Cortese. 

March 6-8, 2025, Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-4 

Monroe Convention Center, 302 South College Avenue, Bloomington, Indiana 47403 

Admission $10 for one day or $20 for all 3 days.  

https://www.ihqs.org/  

 

mailto:Gail.gard@yahoo.com
https://quiltersdreambatting.com/hopesanddreams/
https://www.ihqs.org/workshops-2025
https://www.ihqs.org/instructors-2025
https://www.ihqs.org/
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All of our member quilt shops are participating in 

the Stir-Crazy Shop Hop: Julie of Quilted Oak 

Leaf, Robin of Robin’s Nest, and Dale and Shaun 

of Sew Happy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________APRIL__________________________________  

Kokomo Piecemakers Quilt Show 
There will be quilts to see, vendors and more. 

April 11 & 12, 2025     Friday 9-5 & Saturday 9-4 

Location: UAW Local 685, 929 E Hoffer, St, Kokomo, IN 

__________________________________MAY__________________________________ 

Patchers at the Lakeshore (PALS) Quilt Show – Threads of Friendship 
More than 150 quilts on display, top regional vendors, a beautiful quilt will be raffled, bed turnings, a quilt 

boutique and Challenge Quilts on display. 

May 16 & 17, 2025 - 10 am-5 pm 

The Salvation Army Building, 1221 Shonat St, Muskegon, MI 

Admission: $5   www.PALSquiltguild.org    https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064455949109  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL MICHIGAN SHOP HOP 
Buy the magazine at a participating shop. 

It has your prize passport and a map 

showing all of the shops. You can win 

prizes by visiting all the shops in a 

region, or a grand prize for visiting every 

shop in the state! Visit the website for 

more information. 

June 1 – July 31, 2025 

https://allmichiganshophop.com/  

 

 

http://www.palsquiltguild.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064455949109
https://allmichiganshophop.com/
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________________________________JUNE & JULY________________________________ 

 
 

Note – More information about the Rob Appell Experience! will be available on 

March 10. Check the website: https://elkhartquiltfiber.org/  on or after that date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One Stop Quilt Shop Hop – with 25 vendors 
July 18 & 19, 2025, Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-3 

Honeywell Center, 275 West Market St, State Rd 15, Wabash, IN 46992 

Admission $7.00 

www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-hop.htm, 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070157135971   

 

________________________________SEPTEMBER________________________________ 

Quilting at the Crossroads – Quilters Guild of Indianapolis 
350+ quilts, judged and non-judged. Featured artist details coming soon. A Holiday Stars raffle ticket will be 

available. 

September 19 & 20, 19th 10-6, 20th 10-4 

Indiana State Fairgrounds AG/Hort Building, 1202 E 38th St, Indianapolis, IN 46205 

Admission $10, Parking $10 per car 

https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow  

 

Fort Wayne Quilt Fest 2025 
30,000 square feet quilt exhibition, vendors and classes. Also vintage airplanes and cars can be viewed. 

September 26 & 27, 2025, 10 am – 6 pm both days 

Kruse Plaza Kruse Hanger, 5634 Opportunity Blvd, Auburn, IN 46706 

1 day admission - $15, 2-day admission - $20 

https://www.fwquiltfest.com/  

 

https://elkhartquiltfiber.org/
http://www.nancyjsfabrics.com/quilt-shop-hop.htm
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070157135971
https://www.quiltguildindy.net/2025quiltshow
https://www.fwquiltfest.com/
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__________________________________OCTOBER_________________________________ 

Fall in Love with Quilting – Heritage Quilters of Crown Point, IN 
On Saturday at 10:30 a.m. – A Contemporary Bed Turning by Guild Member Jill B. will take place. On Sunday 

at 12:30 p.m. – A Trunk Show by Guild Member Kay O. will take place. There will also be vendors, quilt raffle 

(Edyta Sitar’s Alaska Rainbow quilt), basket raffles, door prizes, and over 150 quilts and quilted items on 

display! 

October 4 & 5, 2025 – 10 am – 4 pm both days 

Lake County Fair Grounds, 889 S Court St, Crown Point, IN 

Admission $5, under 12 free 

https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/    

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620  

 

Going to Pieces - Capital City Quilt Guild 
October 10 & 11, 2025, 10 am – 4 pm both days 

Ingham County Fairgrounds, Main Arena, 700 E Ash St, Mason, MI 

https://capitalcityquiltguild.org/index.php  

 

Board Members  
Please let the board know of any concerns or questions you might have.  

Sally Hanson - President ...................................(574) 339-2475, sallyannehan@aol.com 

Robin English – Vice President ........................(269) 663-3303, RobinsNestQuilts@aol.com 

Beth Raker – Treasurer & Newsletter Editor ....(574) 220-0116. bethraker@gmail.com 

Melody VanLue - Secretary……….. ................ 269-876-7276, gerryandmelodyv@gmail.com 

 

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of every month 

except we do not meet in December.  
 

Visitors are welcome and can attend two meetings without joining. Membership dues are 

$30 per year and the year is from August through July. Seniors ages 80+ pay half dues. 

Dues are also prorated for new members by the half year. So any new members joining 

in August through January pay full dues, but in February through July will pay half dues. 

 

Website: www.nilespiecemakers.com Password: fourflags 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.heritagequilters.com/2023-quilt-show/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064317054620
https://capitalcityquiltguild.org/index.php
http://www.nilespiecemakers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/NilesPiecemakersQuiltGuild
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Charity Quilt Sizes Needed:  

These sizes are approximate, and any size will be accepted. 

The two sizes we give most are:  

40x56 for baby quilts and  

60x72 for cancer and infusion patients. 

 

We also need: 

• St. Margaret’s House: Twin bed size quilts which are about 72x90, or even bigger. 

• Wheelchair lap quilts: About 30x30 up to 40x40. 

• NICU: 20x20 up to 24x24 small quilts for the NICU. It’s appreciated to have flannel on the back to 

make them especially soft as they are used to cover the babies as they leave the hospital so that their 

eyes aren’t hurt by the bright lights. 

• NICU: 40x40 blankets to cover the Isolettes.  

• NICU:  Flannel hearts about 5-6” made of doubled flannel to be given to moms and babies to carry the 

scent for comfort. Each mother needs four. 

• Port pillows – used on the seatbelt to protect the port worn during chemo or after other surgeries.  Let 

Beth or Sue Counts know if you need a copy of the port pillow directions. Kits are often available at 

meetings. The directions are also available on our website. We are making a larger size than we did at 

one time as it seems to be preferred. 

 
Advertisements 

Quilt and sewing related “ads” are welcomed. Be sure to get information to Beth Raker at 

bethraker@gmail.com by the first week of each month. Newsletters are sent out on or near the 12th of the 

month. WORDING your ad the way you want it to look in the newsletter is greatly appreciated. Read it as you 

pretend to be someone who knows nothing about it and see if it makes sense! 

 

mailto:bethraker@gmail.com

